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[DOCUMENT A] 
Lime Rock, ARKANSAS, December 22, 1860. 
His ExceLLENCY J. J. PETTUS, 


Sir :—I have only time to day to transmit to you the 
action of the authorities of Arkansas concerning the objects 
of the mission with which I have been entrusted. 

A bill calling a Convention of the people has just passed 
. the House of Representatives by a nearly unanimous vote 
and itis believed will pass the Senate on to-morrow or at 
an early day. 

Reserving the privilege of making a report and detail of 
- the events connected with my visit to the Capital of our 
sister of Arkansas. 

I am, with sentiments of high respect and consideration, 

Your obedient servant, 
G. R. FÀ LL, Commissioner: 


^ 


Special Mags fr om the Governor relative to Commissioner 
from Mississippi. 


- MR. SPEAKER :—I am instructed by the. governor, to 
deliver to the House of Representatives the following mes- 
sage and accompanying documents. , 

W. M. MATHENY, Eras Secretary. 

December 18 18, 1860. 


EO 


Mr. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE oF REPRE: 
SENTATIVES :—For the information of your honorable body, 
I beg leave to communicate to you. the following letter, 
addressed to me by the Hon. George R. Fall, a commission- 
er deputed by the authorities of the State of Mississippi, to 
the State of Arkansas, to inform the people of this common- 
wealth of the action taken by the legislative of said State, 
touching the present threatening relations existing between 
the Northern and Southern States of the Union. 

Also the letter of appointment or commission, given by 
his excellency, John J. Pettus, Governor of the State of 
Mississippi, to said commissioner. 

Also, the convention bill, and federal resolutions, passed 
by the legislature of that State, and delivered in person by 
the said Hon. Geo. R. Fall. commissioner, to me this morn- 
ing. HENRY M. RECTOR. 


A eaaa 


LITTLE Rock, ARKANSAS, December 17, 1861. 
His ExcELLENOY H. M. RECTOR, 


Sir :—It has been made my duty to inform your excellen- 
cy, that the legislature of the State of Mississippi, “has 
passed an act calling a convention of the people of the State 
to consider the present threatening relations of the Northern 
and Southern sections of the confederacy, aggravated by 
the election of a president upon principles of hostility to the 
States of the South, and to express the earnest hope of 
Mississippi, that those States will co-operate with her in the 
adoption of efficient measures for their common defence and 
safety." I herewith present that act, and also a preamble 
and resolution, passed by the same body, upon a subject of 
vital interest, not only to the people of Mississippi and the 
slaveholding States, but to the people of all the States of the 
Union. 

I take the occasion to remark, that the action of the 
Mississippi legislature was marked, I believe, by entire 
unanimity. On the eve of great events, that body resolved 
to bury old partizan feuds, and as members of the same family 
to make a united and concentrated efforts to receive south- 
ern co-operation and southern resistance in defence of south- 
ern honor and institutions. Doing nothing rashly—making 
no issue for her sister States, she seeks their earnest and 
cordial co-operation, with a view of obtaining a full and 
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final settlement of this great question of the century ; but 1f, 
after a reasonable delay, her propositions are rejected, she 
will resume her sovereignty, and meet the strife alone, let 
the consequences be what they may. S 0 7 

Trusting, sir, that in the approaching conflict, the great 
State of which you are the honored executive, will be found 
co-operating with Mississippi, lam with high respect, 

Your excellency’s obedient servant; : 
G. R. FALL, Commissioner from Mississippi. 


STATE OF ARKANSAS. 


WEDNESDAY, December 19, 1860. 

In the Senate the following proceedings, among others, 
were had, to-wit : Ul 

The following message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by the clerk : o 

R. PRESIDENT :—IÍ am instructed to inform your honora- 
ble body that the House of Representatives have adopted 
the following joint resolutions, to-wit : i 

“Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of 
Arkansas, That we have received, with. the highest senti- 
ments of respect, the communications which have been made 
to us by the State of Mississippi through her distinguished 
commissioner, George R. Fall, Esq., and we hail with the 
highest pleasure, this assurance on the part of Mississippi, 
that the fraternal regard and warm relations which have 
characterized, heretofore, the intercourse of our States will 
continue and that our citizens have a common interest, deep, 
lasting and abiding. 

Resolved, That we discharge a just and, pleasing duty in 
testifying to the State of Mississippi the able and dignified 
manner in which her commissioner has discharged the offices 
entrusted to him by his State. . 2 

Resolved, That the State of Arkansas deeply appreciates 
the motion of Mississippi in proposing to counsel with: those 
who have a common interest and"a- common destiny with 
.herself, fully recognizing, with her, the necessity for prompt 
and early action in view of the present disturbed relations 
between the two sections of our confederacy ; that we feel 
this government has been prostituted by the fanaticism of a 
large political party from the high and pure objects for 
which it was formed, and rendered an engine of eppression 
to those whom our forefathers recognized as co-equals in 
this government. EE 
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Resolved, That the Governor of this State be requested 
to communicate the foregoing resolutions to the Governor of 
Mississippi. 

Hesolved, That the President of the Senate and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, transmit to the Hon. Geo. 
R. Fall a copy of the foregoing resolutions.” , 

Said resolutions are herewith transmitted for the concur- 
rence of your honorable body, which E E acri asked. 


Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


FRIDAY, December 21, 1860. 

On motion of Mr. McColloch, the House joint resolutions 
complimentary to Hon. Geo. R. Fall, were taken up, read 
and concurred in. 

In testimony that the foregoing proceedings were had as 
appears from the journals of the two houses of the General 
Assembly, the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives hereto set their hands, the same 
being attested by their Secretary and Clerk, on this twenty- 
first day of December, A. D., 1860. 

THOMAS FLETCHER, 
MEE | . President of the Senate. 
à i BRADLEY BUNCH, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Attest—JOHN D. KIMBALL, Secretary of the Senate. 
S. M. Scorr, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


Lirrig Rock, ARKANSAS, December 20, 1860. 
His Excettency, HENRY M. RECTOR, 
Sir :—Having discharged the duties assigned me, by the 

Executive of Mississippi, my official intercourse with your 

Excellency will terminate on to-morrow. 

. You will permit meto remark, that my sojourn in your 
Capital will always be remembered with pleasure, in con- 
sequence of the numerous evidences of respect shown to my 
State and the courtesy which has been personally extended 
to myself not only by your Excellency but by the Legisla- 
tive-authorities and citizens of Arkansas. 

I beg that your Excellency will accept for yourself and 
convey to the Legislature of your State this simple acknowl- 
edgment of my high consideration and respect, í 

Your Excellency's obedient servant, 
G, Re FALL, Commissioner from Mississippi. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, . 2. 
; Lrrrif Rock, Dec. 20, 1860. 


. j : 

How. GEO. R. FALL, ` 

COMMISSIONER EXTRAORDINARY FROM THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI TO THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 


Sir:—I am in receipt of your communication of this 
morning, announcing that the duties assigned to‘you by the 
Executive of Mississippi have been discharged, and that your 
official intercourse with the authorities ofArkansas will cease 
on to-morrow. 


You are also pleased to allude in terms highly gratifying 


to the numerous evidences of respect shown to your State 
and the courtesy personally extended to yourself by the 
Executive and Legislative authorities, of Arkansas. ^ .. 

Be pleased: to accept in return my acknowledgemeñts for 
the consideration shown hy the authorities of Mississippi to 
those of Arkansas, evidenced by your mission here. 

With an assurance that the warmest sympathies are felt, 
by myself at least, and I am confident by a large «majority 
of our. people in common with Mississippi, and other sister 
States of the South which have been goaded by persistent, 
and relentless persecution, to seek their future safety, and 
‘protect their honor, inside of a separate nationality. : 

With sentiments of great respect for yourself, and the 
authorities of your State. à 

I am respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, . . 
HENRY M. RECTOR, 
Governor of the State of Arkansas. . 


LirrLE Rock, ARK., December 25, 1860. 


To His Excettency JOHN J. PETTUS, ra 
GOVERNOR OF MISSISSIPPI. 


Sir:—I have already enclosed to your Excellency, the 
official action of the authorities of Arkansas, relating to 
the objects of the mission with which I have been recently 
entrusted to that State, 

, immediately upon recaipt of my credentials, I repaired to 


£ 


$ 
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Little Rock and presented to His Excellency, Henry M. 
Rector, the bill calling à Convention of the people of Mis- 
sissippi, together with the resolutions passed by our Legis- 
lature at its late session. These documents were promptly 
laid before the Legislature of Arkansas, then in session by 
the Executive, and three thousand copies ordered to be 
printed for distribution. Accompanying them was a note 
from your Commissioner, which, with other proceedings 
have been forwarded to the Executive Department, to- which 
your Excellency is referred. 

When;your Commissioner left the Capitol of Arkansas, 
‘a, bill calling a Convention of the people of that State had 
passed the House of Representatives by an almost unani- 
mous.vote, and no doubt is now the law of the land. 

The question of secession is a new onein Arkansas. It 
has never yet been debated or considered there ; and it is 
not, therefore, surprising that the people of that great State, 
should not be as familiar with it, and as ready to act upon 
it, as are the people of Mississippi, where it has been dis- 
cussed for many years, and where her most. eminent states- 
men, cheerfully embracing this issue, have on more than one 
contest before the people been beaten down and driven to 
private life. Novertheless, the evidences of à determination 
on the part of Arkansas to co-operate with the Southern 
States on the formation of a Southern Confederacy are of 
the most cheering and substantial character. The people 
are moving in their primary assemblies in all sections of the 
State, and the Executive and Legislative branches of the . 
government, recognize the necessity of prompt and early ac- 
tion in view of the threatening relations of the Confederaey. 

In my intercourse with the authorities of Arkansas, I 
have kept constantly in view the chief object of my mission, 
and have not failed, on all proper occasions, to respectfully 
urge the views and policy. of Mississippi; and it will be 
gratifying to your Excellency to be informed, that your 
Commissioner, officially as well as individually, was always 
received with the greatest kindness and the highest consid- 
cration. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency’s 
Obedient servant, 
G. R. FALL, 
Commissioner from Mississippi. 
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[DOCUMENT B.] 
FRANKFORD, KY., Dec. 19th, 1860. ' 
. His EXCELLENCY, B. MAGOFFIN , 


Sir:—I herewith transmit to your Excellency à series of 
resolutions passed by the Legislature of Mississippi, at a ' 
called session thereof, on the 30th day of November, 1860. 
By these resolutions the Governor of Mississippi is author- 
ized and requested to. appoint as many commissioners as in 
his judgment may be necessary to visit -eath of the slave- 
holding States and inform them, that the Legislatureof Missis- 
sippi had passed an act calling a Convention of the people 
said State to consider the present threatning relations of the 
Northern and Southern sections of the Confederacy, aggra- 
vated by the recent election of a President on principles of. 
hostility to the States of the South, and ‘to’ express íhe 
earnest hope of Mississippi, that those States will co-operate 
with her, in the adoption of efficient measures for ‘their - 
common defense and safety. APR: oe 

The resolutions further provide, “that should any.Southern 
State not have convened its Legislature, the Commissioner 
to such State, shall appeal to the Governor thereof tò call 
the Legislature together, in order that its co-operation may 
he immediately secured.” ^ — * f 

In discharging the duty which devolved on the Executive 
of Mississippi by the resolutions referred to, His Excellency 
John J. Pettus, has conferred. on me the appointment of 
Commissioner to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, I am 
now ready to lay before your Excellency my credentials, and 
to enter into the conference contemplated by the Legislature 
of Mississippi in creating and filling the mission, I have the 
honor to await your Excellency@reply. 

Very respeetfully,: 
W. S. FEATHERSTON. 


HoLLY SPRINGS, Jan. 2d, 1861. 
His ExceLLENCY, JOHN J. PETTUS, 


Sir :—Immediately on the receipt of my credentials as 
Commissioner to the State of Kentucky,I visited the Capitol 
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of that Commonwealth. 1 learned in conference with His | 
Excellency Governor Magoffin, that the Legislature of that | 
State, had not been convened, as well as the reasons which | 
had restrained him from issuing ‘his proclamation for that | 
purpose. I now have the pleasure, however, of announcing, | 
that his proclamation has since that time been issued, and | 
that the Legislature of Kentucky will convene in extra | 
session on the 17th of this month. 

I was assured by Governor Magoffin, that Kentucky was 
as emphatically pro-slavery as any one of her Southern 
sisters. And, in the event of a dissolution of the Union, 
and of Kentucky’s being forced to make her election between 
the two sections of the Confederacy, she would unquestion- 
ably go with the South.. He also assured me, that a very 
large majority of the people of that State, would not favor 
the secession of Kentucky until in their judgment all honor- 
able means of securing their rights, and saving their honor - 
within the Union, had been exhausted. That, they destred 
a Convention of the Southern States, in order to agree upon 
such additional guarantees or amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States as would settle finally and forever 
this sectional controversy, upon a basis sátisfactory to the 
South. -If these rights thus asserted by a Southern Con- 
vention, should not be promptly conceded by the North, 
Kentucky would then be ready for secession. Such is the 
present state of public opinion there, as I learned from every 
reliable source of information. I was proud to witness 
there, however, the same indications of a rapid change in 
public opinion that are nowjseenin all of the Southern 
States. Kentucky is evidently moving in the right direction. 
Her people are a proud-spirited, chivalric race who are 
disposed to submit no longer to Northern aggression. The 
prompt secession of the Cotton States, would, in my judg- 
ment, speedily unite the enfre South in one Confederacy. 

I have the honor to be, very truly, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. S. FEATHERSTON. 

P. S.—I transmit to your Excellency herewith, copies of 
the only correspondence which ensued between Governor 
Magoffin and myself. 

Very truly, 
W. S. F. 


A 
[DOCUMENT OJ 
7 JACKSON, Dec. 31st, 1860. 


‘His ExcELLENOCY, J. J. PETTUS, 
. ~ GovERNOR OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


Dear Sir:—I have the honor to repórt herewith the pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, on my 
reception as commissioner, by your, appointment, from the 
State of Mississippi. Also a copy of my Address delivered 
before that body. l , 

I should do injustice to my own feelings—to the people of 
Mississippi—and more than all, to the authorities and people 
of the State of Georgia--if I-failed to make known here, 
the distinguished kindness, and prompt attention, with which 
your Commissioner was greeted, at the Capitol of Georgia. 
Asa native son of Georgia, I felt proud of the dignity, 
generosity and fraternity, of her honored sons, in their 
reception of your agent, and their cordial response to the 
message of Mississippi, which I had the honor to communi- 
cate; and asan adopted son of Mississippi and her accredited 
agent, I was equally proud, to be the recipient, for her, of 
the friendly greeting and assurance, unanimously extended— 
and herewith communicated to your Excellency. 

It affords me pleasure to add, that while there may be 
differences among her distinguished sons and their respective 
supporters, as to some minor matters, there ts but one voice 
„in Georgia as to her secession, in the event that Mississippi, 
Alabama and, Florida, shall have taken that step, before the 
meeting of hèr Convention, on the 16th January. I have 
the fullest confidence, that Georgia will never separate her- 
self from her sisters and'her children, of the Gulf States. 
Nothing but hesitation; indecision, or delay, upon their part, 
will impede her onward march with them, to - vindicate our 
common rights and redress our common wrongs. 

. Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. HARRIS. 
Commissioner from the State of Mississippi 
- to the State of Georgia. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, | 
MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Dec. 15, 1860. 


To the General Assembly :—I have the pleasure to inform 
you, that the Hon. William L. Harris, who has been : 
appointed by. the Governor of the State of Mississippi, by 
authority of the Legislature of that State, a Commissioner 
to this State, to inform the people of Georgia. through their 
Executive and Legislature, that the State of Mississippi has 
called a Convention of the people of that State; for the 
purpose of considering our present grievances, &c., and 
asking our co-operation in the adoption of efficient measures 
for the common defense and safety of the South ; has been 
reoeived at this Department, and is now ready to confer with 
the General Assembly, upon the subject of his important 
mission. 2S 

I herewith enclose a copy of the commission of Judge 
Harris, and ask for.him the courtesy and consideration due 
his high position as a gentleman, and as the representative 
of a sovereign sister State with whom we have a common 


interest, and a common destiny. : 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., December 15, 1860. 


WHEREAS, A message from His Excellency the Governor | 
has:informed us that the Hon. William L. Harris, a 
Commissioner from the State of Mississippi, to the State 
Georgia has arrived at the Capitol ; 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the Speaker, 
to wait upon the Hon. William L. Harris of Mississippi, 
and tender him a seat upon the floor of this House, und also 
to act in concert with a committee:to be appointed by the 
Senate, to inform him that the General Assembly of the 
State of Georgia, will be ready to receive and hear him in 
the Representative Hall:on Monday next at 12 o'clock M. 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to concur in this 
action of the House of Representatives. 

The committee appointed under the foregoing resolutions, 
consist of Messrs. Hartridge, Smith of Towns, Fannin, Ely 
and Tatum. ^ 
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. SENATE CHAMBER. 
“MILLEDGEVILLE, Gi, “December 15, 1860. 


On motion of Mi. Billups, the Senate concurred in the 
résolution of the House, and appointed Messrs. Billups, Mc- 
Gehee and Tracy, a committee on the part of the Senate, to 
act in concert with the committee of the House tinder said 
resolutions. ` 

On further motion, Hon. "William L. Harris Was invited 
io a seat on the. floor of the Senate. 

. After the committee had discharged their duty ; the two 
Houses met in convention, when the Hon. William L, Harris, 
Commissioner of the State of Mississippi, was introduced 
and.delivered his Address. When on -motion, the Senate 
returned to their’ Chamber. . 

The following resolutions were then offered i in the Senate 
by the Hon. Thomas Butler King. 

Resolved. That à Joint Select Committee be apocisted. of 
six on the part of the Senate and sevén on the part of the 
House of Representatives, to consider and report the proper 
form and term$ in which-to express the opinion of this 
General Assembly in response to the friendly and important 
communication from the State of. Mississippi, ‘through . her 
Commissioner the Hon. W. L. Harris. 

-The committee appoited under said resolution are } Messrs 
King, Moore, Briscoe, Holt, Lawton and Printup. 

On motion of Mi. Hartridge, the House concurred in the 
resolution of the Senate, and appointed Messrs. Hartridge, 
Lester, Fannin, Lewis, Anderson, Barnes and Harris, a com- 
mittee to: act in concert with the committee of the Senate 
under said. resolution. 

Mr. King from tho Joint Select Committee, to whom was 
referred the communication of the Governor of. Mississippi 
to the Goyernor of -this State, asks leave to submit the 
following report : 

WRHEREAS,. A large portion of the people of the, non-slave- 
holding States, have for many years past, shown in many 
ways a fanatical spirit bitterly hostile to the Southern 

: States, and have through the instrumentality of incendiary 
publications, the pulpit and the newspaper press, finally 
organized a political party for the avowed’ purpose of 

destroying the institution of slavery, and consequently ' 
spreading ruin and desolation among the people in every 
portion of the States where it exists : 
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And whereas, This spirit of fanaticism has allied itself with 
a design long entertained by leading politicians of the 
North, to wield the taxing power of the Government, for 
the purpose of protecting and fostering the interest of 
that section of the Union, and also, to appropriate’ the 
common territories of the United States to the exclusive 
use of northern emigration, for the purpose of exteiiding, 
consolidating, and rendering that power irreversible : 

And whereas, These designs and movements have attained 

. ascendency, such as to combine a large majority of the 
Northern people in this sectional party, which has elected 
to the Presidency and Vice Presidency of thé “United 
States, candidates who are pledged in the most solerhn 
form and the plainest, repeated declarations to wield all 
the influence and power of the Federal Government to 
accomplish the objects and purposes of the party, by 
which they have been elected : - P 

And whereas, Many of the slaveholding States dre about to 
assemble in Convention for the purpose of adopting 
measures for the protection of their rights, and the secu- 
rity of their institutions: ` u 

And whereas, The State of Mississippi has, in a noble spirit 
of fraternity sent a Commissioner to communicate to this 
General Assembly, her desire in the emergency.in our 
Federal relations ; Therefore be it, . i 
Resolved, 1st. "That the General Assembly of Georgia, 

has listened with sentiments .of profound sympathy and 
respect to the message of Mississippi, on the subject of the 
present threatning relations of the Northern and Southern 
sections of the United States, communicated by her distin- 
guished Commissioder, the Hon. William L. Harris.  . 

Resolved, 2d. That believing as we do, that the present 
crisis in our national affairs, demands resistance, this Gene- 
ral Assembly, at its presentsession, has, with great unanimity, 
passed “ An act providing for the call of a Convention of 
the people of Georgia, to assemble on the 16th day of 
January, 1861, for the purpose of determining on the mode, 
measure and time of that resistance. 

Resolved, 3d. That we cordially respond to the patriotic 
hopes of Mississippi, so earnestly expressed by her Legis- 
lature, and go ably communicated by her. Commissioner, and 
. we do hereby give our sister State, the-confident . assurance, 
that in our judgment, Georgia will promptly co-operate with 
her, in the adoption of efficient measures, for the common 
defense, safety, and honor of the South, 
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Resolved, 4th. That should any, or all of the Southern 


States determine, in the present emergency, to withdraw 
from the Union, and resume their sovereignty, it is the sense 
of this General Assembly. that such seceding States should 
form a Confederacy under a Republican form of Govern- 
ment, and to that end, they should adopt the Constitution of 
the United States, so altered and amended as to suit the 
new State of affairs. 

Resolved, 5th. That we do hereby express our cordial 
appreciation of the dignified and gentlemanly bearing of 
the Honerable William L. Harris; towards the General 
Assembly, as well as the satisfactory manner in which he 
has discharged the responsible duties of his high commission. 

Resolved further, That His Excellency the Governor be, 
and he hereby is requested to cause all the proceedings in 
the reeeption of the Commissioner from the State of Missis- 
sippi to be enrolled on parchment, signed by the officers of 
both Houses of the General Assembly, and by the Governor, 
with the seal of State attached thereto, and that the same 
be presented by him to the Hon. William L. Harris, as the 
respone of Georgia to the friendly greeting of Mississippi. 

"X CHARLES J. WILLIAMS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
T. L. GUERRY, 
President of the Senate. 

GEO. HILLYER, 

Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

FreD. H. West, 

Secretary of the Senate. 
JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor. 

„Assented to December 19, 1861. 
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MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Dec. 17th, 1860. 
To Hox. W. L. HARRIS, 


COMMISSIONER OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI : 
Dear Sir:—The undersigned Committee, appointed by 
the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia, to 
solicit of you a copy of your patriotic Address, delivered 
before the General Assembly, have the pleasure to communi- 
eate the same to. you, with the hope that you will comply 


$ 


14 


with our reasonable request. We have the honor to be 
yours, with considerations of respect. l 
. W. H. PILCHER, ; 
J. W. BRINSON, > Committee. 
WM. GIBSON,” 


i 


MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Dec. 17th, 1860. 


Gentlemen :—Y ours of this date, requesting, on behalf of 
ihe House of Representatives of the State of Georgia, a 
copy of the address, I had the honor to deliver this day be- 
fore the General Assembly, is before me. . 

I. will place the desired copy at your disposal, at the 
earliest moment in my power. 

With grateful feelings to the distinguished body you rep- 
resent, for the compliment implied in their resolution, 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM L. HARRIS. 


ADDRESS. 


Mv. President, and gentlemen of the Senate und House of 
Representatives of the State of Georgia :—I am profoundly 
sensible of the delicate and important duty imposed upon 
“me, by the courtesy of this publie reception. 

Under different circumstances, it would have afforded me 
great pleasure, as a native Georgian—reared aud educated 
on her soil—to express to you fully, the views which pre- 
vail in my State, in relation to the great measures of deliver- 
ance and relief from the principles and policy of the new 
Adminstration, which are there in progress. f 

I cannot consent, however, upon the very heelof y our 
arduous and exciting session, to avail myself of your respect- 
ful courtesy to the State I have the honor to represent, as 
well as your personal kindness to her humble representative, 
to prolong the discussion of a subject which, however impor- 
tant and absorbing, has, doubtless, been already exhausted 
in your hearing, by some of the first intellects of your State, 
if not of the nation. 
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Í beg, therefore, to refer you tothe action of Mississippi 
already submitted to your Executive—to ask for her the 
sympathy and co-operation she seeks for the common good, 
and briefly to suggest to you «some of the motives which.in- 
fluence her conduct. l 

I am instructed by the resolution from which I derive my 
mission, to inform the State of Georgia, that Mississippi has 
passed an act calling a Convention of the people, “ to con- 
sider the present threatening relations of the Northern and 
Southern sections of the Confederacy—aggravated by the 

| recent election of a President, upon principles of hostility 

| to the States of the South ; and tọ express the earnest hope 
of Mississippi, that this State will co-operate with her in 
the adoption of eficient measures for their common defense 
and safety.” i . | 

It will be remembered, that the violation of our constitu- 
tional rights, which has eaused such universal dissatisfaction 
in the South, is not of recent date. . Ten -years since, this 
Union was rocked from centre to circumference, by the very 
same outrages, of which we now complain, only now " ag- 
gravated” by the recent election. Nothing büt her devo- | 
tion to the Union our Fathers made, induced the South, 
then, to. yield to a compromise, in which Mr. Clay rightly 
said, we had yielded everything but our honor. We had 
then in: Mississippi a warm contest, which finally ended. in 
reluctant aequiescence in the Compromise measures. "The 
North pledged anew her faith to yield to: us our constitu- 
tional rights in relation to slave property. They are now, 
and have been ever since that act, denied to us, until her 
broken faith and impudent threats, had become almost in- 
sufferable before the late election. — 

There were three candidates presented: to the North by 
Southern men, all of whom represented the last degree of 
conservatism and concession, which their respective" parties 
were willing to yield, to appease the ‘fanaticism of the 
North. Some of them were scarcely deemed - sound, in the 
South, on the slavery question and none of them suited 
our ultra men. And yet the North rejected them all-; and 
their wntted voice, both before and since their overwhelming 
triuhph in this election, has been more defiant and more 
intolerant’ than ever before. They have demanded, and 
now, demand, equality between the. white and negro races, 
under our Constitution ; equality im representation, equality 
in the right of suffrage, equality in the honors and emolu- 
ments of office, equality in the social circle, equality in the 
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rights of matrimony, "The cry has been, and not is, “that 
slavery must cease, or American liberty must perish,” that 
“the success of Black Republicanism is thé triumph of 
anti-slavery,” “a revolution in the. tendencies of the govern- 
ment that must be carried out.” 

To-day our government stands totally revolutionized, in its 
inain features, and our Constitution broken and overturned. 
The new administration, which has effected this revolution, 
only awaits the 4th of March for the inauguration of the 
mew government, the new principles, and the new policy, 
upon the success of which they have proclaimed freedom to 
the slave, but eternal degredation for you and for us. 

No revolution was ever more complete, though bloodless, 
if you will tamely submit to the destruction of that Consti- 
tution and that Union our fathers made. 

Our fathers made this a government for the white man, 
rejecting the negro, as an ignorant, inferior, barbarian race, 
incapable of self-government, and not, therefore, entitled 
to be associated with the white man upon terms of civil, 
political, or social equality. 

"The new administratian comes into power, under the 
solemn pledge to overturn and strike down this great fea- 
iure of our, Union, without which it would never have 
been formed, and to substitute in its stead their new theory 
. of the.universal equality of the black and white races. 

Our fathers secured to us, by our Constitutional Union, 
now being overturned by this Black Republiean rule, pro- 
tection to life, liberty and property, all over the Union, and 
wherever its flag was unfurled, whether on land or sea. 

Under this wretched, lawless spirit and policy, now 
usurping the control of that government, citizens of the 
South have been deprived of their property, and for at- 
tempting to seek the redress promised by the compromise 
laws, have lost their liberty and their lives. 

. Equality of rights secured to white men, in equal sover- 
eign States, is among the most prominent features of the 
Constitution under which we have so long lived. 

This equality has been denied us in the South for years 
in the common territories, while the North has virtually 
distributed them as bounties to abolition fanatics and for- 
eigners, for their brigand service in aiding in our exclusion. 

Our Constitution, in unmistakable language guarantees 
the return of our fngitive slaves. Congress has recognized 
her duty in this respect, by enacting proper laws for the 
enforcement of this right. 
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And yet these laws have been continually nullified, and 
the solemn pledge of the Compromise of 1850, by which 
the North came under renewed obligations to.enforce them, 
has been faithlessly disregarded, and the government and its 
officers set at defiance. | - i. 

i Who now expects these rebels against-the laws passed by 
their own consent and procurement—rebels against justice 
and common honesty—to become pious patriots by the ac- 
quisition of power? Who now expects Mr. Lincoln, to be- 
come conservative, when the only secret of his success, and 
the only foundation of his authority, is-the will and com- 
mand of that robber clan, whose mere instrument: he is, 
who have achieved this revolution in our governmént by 
treading under their unhallowed feet our Constitution and 
laws and the Union of our fathers, and by openly. defying 
high heaven by wilful and corrupt perjury? iS 

And, above all, who is it in the South, born or descended 
of Revolutionary sires, who so loves such. company, às that he 
will long hesitate before he can obtain the consent of a vir- 
tuous and patriotic heart and conscience. io separate from 
them forever ? | | : 

Mississippi is firmly convinced that there is but one alter- : 
native : l t NE 

This new union with Lincoln Black Republicans and free 
negroes, without slavery; or, slavery under our old constitu- 
tional bond of union, without Lincoln Black Republicans, of 
free negroes either, to molest. us. oe ss 

If we take the former, then submission to negro equality 
is our fate. If the latter, then secession is inevitable—each 
State for itself and by itself, but with a view to the imme- 
diate formation of a Southern Confederacy, under our pre- 
sent Constitution, by such of the slaveholding States as 
shall agree in their Conventions to unite with us... 

Mississippi seeks no delay—the: issue is not new to her 
people. They have long and anxiously watched? its ap- . 


proach—they think it too late, now, to negotiate more ¢om- ` 


promises with brankrupts in political integrity whose.recre- 
ancy to justice, good faith and constitutional obligations is 
the most cherished featuee of their political organization. 
She has exhausted her rights in sacrificial. offerings. to 
save the Union, until-nearly. all : is lost; but lier. honor and 
the courage to. defend it. -She has. tried conventions: until 


they have beconie the ridicule-of both -ous friends:and. our , 


enemies—mere instruments of fraudulent evasion and delay, 
to wear out the spirit of our people and encourage the 
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hopes of our common enemy. In short, she is sick and d 
tired of the North, and pants for some respite from eternal | 
‘disturbance and disquiet. . un 

She comes now to you,—our glorious old mother,—the $ 
land of Baldwin, who first defiontly asserted and preserved | 
ybur rights as to slavery, in the Federal Convention, in oppo- § 
sition to Messrs. Madison, Mason, and Randolph, and the |] 
whole Union except the two Carolinas,—the land of Jack- 3 
son, who immortalized himself by his bold exposure and I 
successful overthrow of'a legislative fraud and usurpation à 
upon the rights of the people,—the land of Troup, the i 
sternest Roman of them all, who, single-handed and alone, | 
without co-operation, without consultation, but with truth | 
and justice, and the courage of freemen, at home on his side, 
defied this National Government in its usurpation on the | 
rights of Georgia, and éxecuted your laws in spite of the | 
threats of Federal coercion. Itis to you we come,—the | 
brightest exemplar among the advocates and defenders of 


States rights and State remedies,—to take counsel and solicit 
sympathy in this hour of our common trial. - . 

T ask you, shall Mississippi follow in the footsteps of 
Georgia, when led. by her gallant Troup? ` Or, is itreserved 
for this generation to repudiate and expunge the brightest 
page in the history of my native State? Impossible! God 
forbid it! Forbid it, ye people of all Northern and 
Western Georgia; who, to-day, ose your existence and 
unparalleled prosperity to the maintenance of your rights at 
the risk of civil war. i 

I see around me some gallant spirits who bore their share 
in the dangers, and now wear with honor, here to-day iu this 
Hall the laurels won on the side of their State, under the 
banner, inscribed “ Troup and the treaty” in that memorable 
struggle.. Need I appeal to them in behalf of my adopted 
State, to know on what side they will range themselves in 
this struggle of right, against usurpation, of brute force, 
against the Constitutional rights of a sister of this con- 
‘federacy of equal States? I make no such appeal ; I know 
where you stand. To doubt it would be to offer you the 
grossest insult. 

In this school of old republican orthodoxy, I drew my 
first breath. It was here, [ first studied, then embraced, 
and next feebly advocated the principles of State Rights and 
State remedies of resistance to. tyranny—of the supremacy 
and soveréignty of the people of.a State, and the subserv- 
ency of governments to their peace and happiness and safe: 
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ty. These principles will descend with me to the grave, 
where this frail tenement of dust-must perish, but they will 
live on with time, and only perish when tyranny shall be no 
more. e 
I need not remind your great State, that thousands and 
thousands of her sons and daughters, who have sought and 
found happy homes and prosperous fortunes in the distant 
forests of her old colonial domain, though now adopted 
children of Mississippi, still cling with the fond embrace of 
filial love to this old mother of States and of statesmen, from 
whom both they and their adopted State derive their ori- 
gin. It will be difficult for such to conceive, that they are 
not still the objects of your kind solicitude and maternal 
sympathy. : ; ; . 
Mississippi: indulges the most confident expectation and 
belief, founded on sources of information she cannot doubt, 
as well as on the existence of Canica ODO upon them, 
alike as upon her, that every othe Gulf State will stand by 
her side in defense of the position she is about, to assüme ; 
and she would reproach herself, and euery Georgia son 
within her limits, would swell with indignation, if she hesi- 
tated to believe that Georgia too, would blend Aer fate with 
her natural friends; her sons and daughters—her neighbor- 
ing sisters in the impending struggle. _ wr oO .. 
hatever may be the result of your deliberations, I a 
to assure her from my intimate knowledge of the sipirit an 
affections of our people, that no enemy to her constitutional 
rights, may consider his victory won, while-a Mississippian 


lives to prolong the contest. Sink or swim, live or die, sur-. 


- vive or perish, the part of Mississippi is chosen, she will néver 
submit to the principles and policy pf this Black Republican 
. Administration. - AME MEM 3 

She had rather see the~last of her race, men, women and 
children, immolated in one common funeral pile, than see 
them subjected:to the degradation: of civil, political and 
social equality with the negro race. yr 
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ADDRESS -OF 
FULTON ADERSON, ESQ., 
Commissioner of Mississippi, 


Before the Covention of Virginia, in the city of Richmond, 
February 18, 1861. 


Gentlemen of the Convention:—Honored by the Govern- 
ment of Mississippi with her commission to invite your co- 
operation in the measures she has been compelled to adopt 
for the vindication of her rights and her honor in the pre- 
sent perilous crisis of the country, I desire to express to 
you, in the name and behalf of her peoplo, the sentiments 
of esteem and admiration which they in common with the 
whole Southorn people entertain for the character and fame 
of this ancient and renowned Commonwealth. 

. „Born under the same confederated government with your- 
selves, and participating in the common inheritance of Con- 
stitutional liberty in the. achievement: of which your ances- 
tors played so distinguished a part, we take as much of 
pride and pleasure as you, her native sons, in the great : 
achievements and. still. greater. sacrifices which you have 
made in the cause of the common government, which has in 
the.past united . them to you; and nothing which concerns 
your-honor and dignity in the future, can fail to enlist our 

deepest sympathies. : In recurring to our past. history we 
recognize thé State of Virginia in the first, great struggle 
for independence; foremost not only in the vindication of 
her own rights, but in the assertion and. defense of the en- 
dangered liberties of her sister. colonies: and by the elo- 
-quence of her orators and statesmen, as well as by the cour- 
age of her people, arousing the whole American people in 
resistance to British aggression. And when the common 
cause had been crowned with victory under her great war- 
rior-statesman, we recognize her also as the leader in that : 
great work by which the emancipated colonies were united 
under a written Constitution, which for the greater part of 
a century has been the source of unexampled progress in all 
that constitutes the greatness and the happiness of nations ; 
nor do we forget that that progress has been due in a pre- 
eminent degree to the munificent generosity of Virginia, in 
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donating-as a free gift to:her-country, that, vast territory 
north-west-of:the Ohio river, which her arms. alone. had 


great State. 
- I desire also 


In setting forth. to. you, gentlemen, the action of my State 
and.the causes. which: induced :it,.I shall be compelled to 
jpeak.in terms of condemnation’ of a large portion: of-what 
has hitherto been our common country ; butin doing:so; I 

-wish: to be-understood.as excepting from whatever terms of 
cétigure: L-niay ; employ, . that -large:body:- of patriotic and 
conservative:men of the: Northern. section, who have;in all 
our sirnggles; manfully. defended the constitutional rights :of 
our section.: For them, the people of my: State, baye: no 
‘ cause of complaint; and :whatevér:the future may bring forth, 
we shall ever remember.their efforts: in. behalf of the Consti- 
tution-and Union, as wé.receiyed: them. from their ancéstors 
 and-oursg; with: admiration: and. gratitude; Our grievances 
are not: from: them, but from: the: dominant- faction of- the, 
North which has-trampled:them under. foot;and:now-strikes 
at us fromthe! elevation it-has .obtained upon the:prostrate 
bodiesiof our friends.:-- .. `e a in 
' Fpropose,. gentlemen; in discharge of my:miésion to: yg, 
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briefly to invite your attention to a review of the events 
which have transpired in Mississippi since the fatal day when 
that sectional Northern party triumphed over the Constitu- 
tion and Union at the recent election, and afterwards to the 
causes which have induced the action of my State. — - 

On the 29th of November last, the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi, by an unanimous vote, called a convention of her 
people, to take into consideration ‘the existing relations 
between the Federal: Government and herself, and to take 
such measures for P vindication, of her sovereignty and 
the protection of her stitutions as should appear to be de- 
manded. At the same time, a preamble, setting forth the 
grievances of the Southern people on the slavery question, 
and a resolution, declaring that tlie secession of every 
aggrieved State, was the proper remedy, was adopted by a 
vote almost amounting to unanimity. The last clause of the 
preamble and resolution, are as follows :- MN UE 

“Whereas, they (the people of the non-slaveholding States) 
have elected a majority of electors for President and.Vice- 
President, on the ground that there exists an irreconcilable 
conflict between the two sections of the Confederacy, n 
reference to their respective systems of. labor, and:in pursu- 
ance of their hostility. tó us, and our institutions; have thus 
declared to the civilized world that the powers of the gov- 
ernment are to bé used for the dishonor ‘and overthrow of 
the Southern section of this great Confederacy.: Therefore, 


be it f. d C y ; 

“Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That in the opinion of those who constitute said Legislature, 
the secession of each aggrieved State is: the proper remedy 
for these injuries.” ee 

On the day fixed for the meeting of the Convention, that 
body convened in Jackson, and on the 9th of January, 1861, 
proceeded to the adoption of an ordinance of secession from 
the Federal Union, by which the State of Mississippi with- 
drew from the Federal Government the powers theretofore 
confided to it, and assumed an independent position among 
the powers of the earth ; determined thenceforth to hold the 
people of the non-slaveholding section of the late'confedera- 
cy as she holds the balance of mankind : enemiesin war, and 
in peace friends.. But at the same time, and by the.same 
ordinance, it was provided “that the State of Mississippi 
hereby gives her consent to form a Federal Union with such 
of the States as may have seceded, or may secede, from the 
Union of the United States of America, upon the basis of the 
present Constitution of the Dnited States.” 
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This action of the Convention of Mississippi, gentlemen of 
the Convention, was the inevitable result of the position 
which she, with other slaveholding States, had already taken, 
in view of the anticipated result of the recent Presidential. 
election, and’ must have been foreseen by every intelligent 
observer of tlie progress of events. > > 

As early as the 10th of February, 1860, her Legislature 


had, with the general approbation of her people, adopted the 


following resolution : 

Resolved, That the election of a President of the United 
States by the votes of one ‘section of the Union only, on the 
ground that there exists an irgepressible conflict between 


the two sections in reference to their respective systems of 


labor and with an avowed purpose of hostility to the insti- 
tution of slavery, as it exists in the. Southern States, and as 
recognized in the compact of Union, would so threaten a 
destruction of the ends for which the Constitution was formed 
as justify the slaveholding States in taking counsel together 
for their separate protection and safety.” ` 
Thus was the ground taken, not only by Mississippi, but 
by other slaveholding States, in view of the then threatened 
purpose, of a party founded upon the idea of unrelenting and 
eternal hostility to the institution of slavery, to take posses- 
sion of the Government and use it to our destruction. It 
cannot, therefore, be pretended that the Northern people did 
not have-ample warning of the disastrous and fatal conse- 
quences that would follow -the success of that'party in the 
elc-tion, and impartial history will emblazon it to future 
generations, that it was their folly, their recklessness and 
their ambition, not ours, which shattered into pieces this 
great confederated government, and destroyed this great 
temple of constitutional liberty which their ancestors and 
ours erected, in the hope that their descendants might to- 
gether worship beneath its roof as long as.time would last. 
But, in defiance of the warning thus given and of the evi- 
dences accumulated from a thousand other sources, that the 
Southern people would never submit to the degradation im- 
p in the result of such an.election, that sectional party, 
ounded by a geographical line. which excluded it from the 
possibility of obtaining^a single electoral vote in the South- 
ern States, avowing for its’ sentiment implacable hatred to 
us, and for, its policy the. destruction of our ‘institutions, 


- appealing to Northern. prejudice, Northern passions, North- 
ern ambition and Northern haired 


+ 


of us, for success, and 
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thus practically disfranchising the whole body of the South- 
ern people, proceeded to the nomination of a candidate for the 
Presidenoy who, though not the most eonspieuous personage 
in its ranks, was yet the truest representative of its. destruc- 
tive principles. 

The steps by which it proposed to effect its purposes, the 
ultimate extinetion of slavery, and the degradation of the 


Southern people, are too familiar to require more than a` 


passing allusion from me. 
Under the false pretence of restoring the government to - 
the original principles ofits founders, but in defiance and 
‘contempt of those principles, it avowed its purpose to take: 
possession of every department of power, executive, legisla- 
tive and judicial, to employ them in hostility to our institu- 
tions. By a corrupt exercise of the power of appointment 
to office, it proposed to pervert the judicial power from its 
true end and purpose, that of defending and preserving the 
Constitution, to be the willing instrument of its purposes of 
wrong and oppression. In the meantime it proposed to dis- 
regard the decisions of that august tribunal, and by the ex- 
ertion of barefaced power, to exclude slavery from the pub- 
lic Territory, the common property of all the States, and to 
abolish the internal slave trade between the States acknowl- 
edging the legality of that institution. 
lt proposed further to abolish, slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and in all places within the Territory of the sev- 
eral States, subject under the Constitution to the jurisdiction 
of Congress, and to refuse hereafter under all circumstances, 
admission into the Union of any State with a Constitution 
recognizing the institution of slavery. S 
Having thus placed the institution of slavery, upon which 
rests not only the whole wealth of the Southern people, but 
their very social and political existence, under the coadem- 
nation of a government established for the common benefit, 
it proposed in the future, to pi E immigration into the 
publie Territory, by. giving the public land to immigrant 
settlers, so as, within a brief time,-to bring into the Union 
free States enough to enable it to abolish slavery within the 
States themselves. va 
I have-but stated generally the outline and the géneral 
programme of the party to. which I allude "without entering 
into particular details or endeavoring to: specify the. various 
forms of attack, which have been devised and suggested by 
the leaders of that party upon our institutions. 
That this general statement of its purposesjis a truthful 
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one, no intelligent observer of events will for a moment deny , 
‘but the general view and purpose of the party has been 
sufficiently developed by the President elect. 

“Tt is-my, opinion,” says Mr. Lincoln, “that the: slavery 
agitation will not cease until a crisis shall have been reached 
and passed. . A’ house divided against itself cannot stand. I 
believe this government cannot endure permanently, half 
slave and half free. I do not expect the house to fall, but I 
expect it to cease to be divided. It will become adj one 
thing or all another. Either the opponents of slavery will 
arrest its further spread and. place 1t where the public mirid 
shall rest in the bélief that it 1s in the course of ultimate ex- 
tinction, or its advocates will push it forward until it shall 
become alike lawful in all the States—old as well as new, 
North as well as South." 

The party thus organized on the principle of hostility to 
our fundamental institutions, and upon the avowed policy of 
their destruction, with a candidate thus representing ‘that 
principle and policy, has succeeded in the Presidential-elec- 
tion; by obtaining a large majority of the votes of the pedple 
of the non-slaveholding States, and on the 4th of March next, 
would, unless prevented, have taken possession of the power 
and patronage of our common government to wield them to 
our destruction. In contemptuous disregard of the principle 
on which that government was founded, and received our 
assent, to insure domestic tranquility, promote the general 
welfare, and, within the limit of its constitutional power, to . 
exercise a fostering and paternal care over évery interest of 
every section, it was to become our foe and our oppressor, 
and never to pause in its career of hostility and oppression 
until óur dearest rights, as well as our honor, were crushed 

beneath its iron heel.  . Na: ; 
. We, the decendants of the leaders of that illustrious race 
of men who achieved our independence and established our 
institutions, were to become a degraded and a subject-class 
- under that government which our fathers created to secure 
, the equality of all the States—to bend our necks to thé yoke 
which a false fanaticism had prepared for them, to hold our 
rights and our property at the sufferance of our foes, and to 
_ accept whatever they might choose to leave as à free gift at 
the hands of an irrepressible power, and not ‘as the measure 
of ‘our constitutional rights, Met OC NM SS 
All this, gentlemen, we were expected to submit to, under - 
the fond illusion that at some future day, when our enemies 
had E h ri iid they would relent in their hostility ; 
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that fanaticism would pause in its career without having acs 
Goniplished its purpose ; that the spirit of oppression would 
be exercised, and, in thé hour of its triumph, would drop its 
weapons from its hands, and cease to wound its victim. We 
were expected, in the language of your own inspired orator, 
to “indulge in the fond illusions of hope; to shut our eyes 
to the painful truth, and listen to the song of that syren until 
it transformed us into beasts.” | 

But we in the State of Mississippi are no longer under that . 
illusion. Hope has died in our hearts. It receivedits 
death-blow at the fatal ballot-box in November last, and the 
song of the syren no longer sounds in, our ears. We have 
thought long and maturely upon this subject, and wè have 
made up our minds as to. the course we should adopt. We 
ask no compromise and we want none. We know that we 
should not get itif we were base enough to desireit, and we 
have made the irrevocable resolve to take our interests into 
our own keeping. . 

I have already said that twelve months since the State of 
Mississippi, in connexion with other slaveholding States, had 
taken a position, in anticipation of the result of the recent 
Presidential election, from which they could not recede if 
they were base enough to desire it. I shall be pardoned by 
you, I trust, for adding that an event, of then recent dccur- 
rence, which deeply concerned the honor and the dignity of 
Virginia, exercised a controlling influence in consolidating 
the Southern mind on this subject. When the exasperation 
was at the highest, which had been caused by the long and 
weary struggle which the Southern people had - been com- 
pelled to make,in defence of their institutions, the daring 
outrage on your soil, to which I allude, was perpetrated. 

* This State, relying on the faith of constitutional obliga- 
tions and of those friendly rélations which they were created 
to.uphold and maintain, unconscious herself of any senti- 
ment less noble than that of unwavering loyalty. to. her 
constitutional obligations, and, therefore, wholly unsuspicious 
of-any treasonable design against her, own peace and wel- 
* fare, was, in a moment of fancied repose, in a time of pro- 
found peace, to her own amazement and. that ‘of the whole 
Southern people, made the scene of a foray by a band of 
conspirators and traitors from the Northern States, whose 
purpose was: to light up the fires of a servile insurrection, 
and to give your dwellings to the torch of the incendiary 
and your wives and children to the knives of assassins. The 
disgraceful attempt, it is true, ended in ignominious failure. 
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True that your slaves proved loyal, and by a prompt ex- 
scution of your laws you vindicated your dignity and exac- 
ted from the wretched criminals the just forfeiture of their 
lives. Butthe eventhad, tievertheless, a terrible significance 
in the minds of the Southern people. It was justly consid- 
ered as the necessary and logical result of the principles, 
boldly and recklessly avowed by the sectional party which 
was then grasping at the reins of government and which is 
now about to be inaugurated into power: 

Let it not be-supposed that I refer to this disgraceful 
event with a desire to stir up aspirit of hostility or revenge, 
or to re-awaken those sentiments of just indignation which 
the fact is so well calculated to excite. I refer to it as a 
necessary and legitimate result of the irrepressible conflict 
which has been proclaimed, of which the. President elect 
gave a true exposition when he said “There is a judgment 
and a conscience at the North against slavery, which must 
find an outlet either through the peaceful channel of the 
ballot-box or in the multiplication of John Brown raids.” I 
refer to it as a.warning to the people of the Southern States, 
and to you the people of Virginia, of what they and you 
are to expect in the future when that party, whose principles 
thus give encouragement, aid and comfort to felons and 
traitors, shall have firmly established its dominion over you. 

These are some of the causes, gentlemen, which have at 
last convinced thé people of Mississippi that the hour has 
arrived when if the South would maiñtain her honor, she 
must take her own destiny into her own hands; but let it 
not be supposed that they have not always felta strong 
attachment to the‘Union of the Constitution, provided, that- 
instrument could be administered in the spirit. in which it 
was created. ` That form of Government, on the -eontrary, 
is dear to their hearts, and its necessity to them and their 
posterity has received the sanction of their judgment. Lov- 
ing it not wisely, but too well, they have clung to it long 
after its obligations were abandoned by those who were the 
chief recipients of its benefits, under the fond illusion that a 
returning sense of justice and a restoration of fraternal 
relations formerly existing, would secure to them their rights. 
They long and vainly hoped that the time would again 
return, when each and every section of the Confederacy 
would recogiiize the rights and interests of all, and that we 
might in harmony with each other have continued to rejoice 
over what had been achieved of glory and: prosperity:in the 

, past, m4 ‘a look forward with united hope to bright the 
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and glorious prospect which an observance of the principles 
of the Constitution promised in the future. 

Alas, how has that hope been disappointed ; how.has that 
illusion been dispelled ! Ps 

Could we think that the crisis which is now upon us was 
but a temporary ebulition of temper in one section of the 
country, which would in a brief time subside, we might even 
yet believe that all was not lost, and that we might'yet rest 
securely under the shadow of the Constitution. But the 
stern truth of history, if we accept its teachings, forbids us 
such reflections. It is not to be denied that the sentiment 
of hatred to our institutionsin the Northern section of the 
Confederacy is the slow and mature growth of many years 
of false teaching, and that as we have receded further and 
further from the earlier and purer days of the Republic, and 
from the memory of associated toils and perils in the com- 
mon cause which once united us, that sentiment of hatred 
has been fanned from a small spark into a mighty conflagra- 
tion, whose unextinguishable and devouring flames are re- 
ducing our empire into ashes. l 

Ere yet that generation which achieved our liberty had 
passed entirely from the scene of action, it manifested itself 
in the. Missouri controversy. Then were heard the first 
sounds of that fatal strife which has raged, with occasional 
intermissions, down to this hour. And so ominous was it of 
future disaster, even in its origin, that it filled even the 
sedate soul of Mr. Jefferson with alarm. he did not hesitate 
to pronounce it, even then, as the deathtknell of the Union, 
and in mournful and memorable words to congratulate him- 
self that he should not survive to witness the calamities he 
predicted. Said he: 

“This momentous question, like a fire-bell in the night, 
awakened and filled. me with terror. I considered it at once 
as the knell of the Union. It is hushed, indeed, for the 
present, but that is only a reprieve, not a final sentence. A 
geographical line, coinciding with a marked principle, moral 
and political, once concurred in and held up to the passions 
of men, will never be obliterated, and every new irritation 
willmark it deeper, until it will kindle such mutual and 
mortal hatred as to render separation preferable to eternal 
diecord. ; o 2 

I regret that I am now to die in the belief that the use- 
less ‘sacrifice of themselves by the generation of-1776, to 

uire self-government and happiness for their country, is 
to be thrown away by the unwise and unworthy passions of . 
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their sons, and that my only consolation is to be that I live 
not to weep over it,” 

But, so far were the'northern people from being warned 
by these sad prophetic words, that at each renewal of the 
struggle the sentiment of hostility has acquired additional 
strength and intensity. The passions enlisted in it have 
become more bitter, the disregard of constitutional obliga- 
tions more marked, and the purpose to destroy our institu- 
tions more fixed and definite. . 

. An infidel fanaticism, crying out for a higher law. than 
that of the Constitution and a holier Bible than that of the 
Christian, has been enlisted in the strife, dnd in every form 
in which the opinions of a people can be fixed and their 
sentiments perverted, in the school room, the pulpit, on the 
rostrum, in the lecture-room and in the halls of legislation, 
hatred and contempt of us and our institutions, and of the 
. Constitution which protects them, have been inculcated upon 
the present generation of Northern people. Aboveall, they 
have been taught to believe that we are a race inferior to 
them in morality and civilization, and that they are engaged 
in a holy crusade for our benefit in seeking the destruction 
. of that institution which they consider the chief impediment 
to our advance, but which we, relying on-sacred and profane 
history for our belief in its morality, believe lies at the very 
foundation of our social and political fabric and constitutes 
their surest support. 

This, gentlemen, is indeed an irrepressible conflict which 
we cannot shrink from if we would ; and though the Presi- 
dent elect may congratulate himself that the crisis is at hand 
which he predicted, we, if we are true to ourselves, will 
make it fruitful of good by ending forever the fatal struggle 
and placing our institutions beyond the reach of further 
hostility. . . 

I know not what may be your-views of the subject, nor 
what your purpose in this crisis; but I have already told 
you what the people of Mississippi have resolved on, and to 
that determination, you may rely upon it, they will adhere 
through every-extremity of prosperous or adverse fortune. 
They, like you, are the descendants of a revolutionary race, 
which. for far less cause raised the banner of resistance 
against a far mightier power, and never lowered it until 
that victory which the god of battle gives to brave men in 
a just cause, had crowned their efforts and established their 
independence; and they have, like them, decided that the 
time hag attived to trust for the safety of their honor aud 
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rights only to their own strong arms and stout hearts rather 
than submit to placing those priceless blessings i in the keep- 
ing of their inveterate foes. 

1 shall enter into no discussion of the right of secession, 
whether it be peaceful and constitutional or violent and'revo- 
lutionary. If decided at all that question must, in the nature 
of things, be decided first by those who would force us back 
into a Union with them, which we have repudiated, and 
when they shall have made up their minds on that subject, it 
will remain for us to join the issue and’ accept the conse- 
quences, be they peaceful or bloody. We shall do all in our 
power to avoid a hostile collision with those who were once 
our brothers, though: now divided from us by an impassable 
gulf; we wish them no harm and could our prayers avail 
them we would fr eely offer them, that in their future destiny 
they may have that prosperity, liberty and peace which we 
intend to seek. for ourselves under a new or ganization. All 
good men too will pray that that Providence which presides 
over the destinies of nations and shapes their ends, rough- 
hew them as they will, will so ordain that the friends of 
- liberty throughout the "world may not have cause to mourn 
over the folly and madness and wickedness of an effort by 
arms on this continent, to subject a whole people, united in 
the vindieation of their rights, and resolved§to die.in their 
defense." 

But if it must be so, and we are compelled to take up 
arms, we trust we shall know how to bear ourselves as free- 
men engaged in à struggle for their dearest rights. We 
have learned the lesson how to do so from the history of 
your own noble Commonwealth, and we shall attempt, at 
least, to profit by the glorious example. 

The conviction of the justice of their cause will be a 
tower of strength in the hour of battle, and inspire the 
hearts of the Southern people like the sounds of that divine 
music, which in the words of the great poet, 


“Cheered the hearts of heroes old, 
Arming to battle; and instead of rage 
Deliberate valor bresthed firm and unmoved 
By dread of death to fight or foul retreat.” 


And when that hour comes, we know, too, where Virginia, 
will stand. Her banner will float proudly “over the 
perilous edge of. battle” wherever it rages, and the blood of 
her sons will enrich ‘every field where Southern men strike 
for their rights and their honors. 
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. Having thas stated the action of my State, and the causes 
which induced it, I should probably best consult the propri- 
eties of the occasion, by adding nothing to what I have 
said. I trust, however; I shall be pardoned for offering one 
. er two suggestions for your consideration. The fundamental 
-idea which has influenced the action of the seceding States, 
is the demonstrated ‘necessity that, the Southern people 
should take their interest and their honor into their own 
keeping, and thus rescue them from the power of an avowedly 
hostile government. It ig not that they are opposed to a 
union of the Confederated States. Such a form of govern- 


sent supplies of corn and rice to their famishing brethren in 
Boston ? E 
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dence. The Southern people, under yonr lead, wilbagain be 
united, and liberty, prosperity and power, in happy union, 
will take up their abode in the great Southern Republic, to 
which we may safely entrust our destinies. These üre the 
noble gifts which Virginia can again confer on the country, 
by prompt and decided action at the present. 

In conclusion gentlemen, let me renew to you the invita- 
tion of my State and people, to unite and co-operate -with 
your Southern sisters who are already in the field, in defense 
of their rights.. We invite you to come out from the house 
of our enemies, and take-a proud position in that of your 
friends and kindred. Come and be received as an older 
brother whose counsels will guide our- action and whose 
leadership we will willingly follow. Come and give us the 
aid of your'advice in counsel and your arm in battle, and be 
assured that when you do come, as we know you will do at : 
no distant day, the signal of your move will send a thrill of 
joy vibrating through every Southern ‘heart, from the Rio 
Grande tothe Atlantic, and a shout-of joyous congratula- 
tion will go up which will shake the continent from its 
centre to its circumference. | 2 
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(DOCUMENT E] 
Jackson Mississippr, January 12th, 1861. 


To His ExceLLENCY, JOHN J. PETTUS, | 
| | ‘GOVERNOR OF MISSISSIPPI. 


Dear Sir :—I have the honor to report to you that acting 
under the commission, which you conferred upon me as 
Commissioner from the State of Mississippi to the State of 
South Carolina, under a resolution adopted at the Extraor- 
dinary session of the Legislature of Mississippi of 1860. 

I proceeded to the Capitol of South Carolina, where I . 
arrived on the 15th day of December, A. D., 1860, and im- 
' mediately laid before His Excellency, William Gist, Gover- 
` nor of the State of South Carolina, my credentials as such 
Commissioner, together with the act passed at the Extraor- 
dipary sessjon ponvoking tho sovereignty of Mississippi, and 
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the resolütions on Federal Relations, and the resolutions 
authorizing the Executive of Mississippi to appoint’ Com- 
missioners for the State of Mississippi to the slaveholding 
States. i wu MED QU es : 

Governor Gist reported my arrival to the Legislature of 
South Carolina, then in session, and a committee of the two 
houses was appointed to wait upon. me, and signify to me 
that the Legislature was"prepared to receive any communi- 
cation I might desire to make to them, and to extend to 
me as such Commissioner, the hospitalities of the State. I 
replied to the committee, returning my thanks for the cour- 
tesies and civilities extended through me to the State I had 
the honor to represent; and said to.theni that as I was ac- 
credited by the terms of my commission *to the authorities 
of the State of South Carolina, and as the highest author- 
ity of the State was to assemble in Convention on the fol- 
lowing Monday, I would make my communications to the 
Convéntion. "The Sovereign Convention of South Carolina 
met on Monday, the 17th day of December, A. D. 1860, 
and was organized, by the election of Gén. Jamison as per- 
manent President; and Mr. Arthur as Clerk. : My creden- 
tials, having been transferred by His Excellency, Govérnor 
Pickens, the recently elected governor of South Carolina, 
to the President of the Convention; A'committee was ap- 
pointed to wait-upon the Hon. Mr. Elmore, the Commts- 
sioner from Alabama, aud myself as Comimissioner of Mis- 
sissippi to South Carolina; and signify to. us that the 
Convention was prepared to receive any communication we 
might have-to make to’ the authorities of South Carolina, 
for the respective States.wé represented. Ses 

I endeavored to;express in plain and simple terms the 
attitude of the people of “Mississippi, and have. the honor 
to submit herewith my remarks to the Convention of South - 
Carolina, made under and by virtue of the Commission 
which you did me the honor-to confer upon me.. 

In consequence of a prevailing epidemic at the Capital 
of the State, the Convention and Legislature adjourned the 
respective bodies to Charleston. Having been invited to. 
attend the deliberations of the Convention, at the point to 
whieh the Convention had adjourned its sittings, I pro- 
ceeded to Charleston, where “orfffhe 20th of December, A. 
D. 1860, the Ordinance of Secession was reported by Chan- 
cellor Inglish, the chairmam,of the committee of seven, ap- 
pointed to draft the ordinance, and in an assembly composed 
of one ju e and seventy members, embracing the high- 
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est talent of the State, upon the call of the yeas and nays 
there was not a single absentee, nor a single no, and the 
unanimity which so happily characterized the proceedings 
of the Convention, was but a reflex of the unanimity which 
exists among the people of South Carolina. 
l I have the honor to be sir, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


CHARLES EDWARD HOOKER. `- 


ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen of the Convention of South Carolina :—I have 
been profoundly gratified at the cordial welcome' and the 
kindly hospitality which has met me in the home of my na- 
tivity, and I have been more profoundly gratified when I 
reflected that it has been visited upon me not so much as a 
matter of personal compliment, but an indication of that 
homogeneous disposition of the people, to the strong ties of 
affinity which bind men of Mississippi to men of Carolina. 

Coming to you as the representative of a sister sovereign 
State, at this most important and critical period of our his- 
tory, I feel it to be my. duty to speak the sentiment of the. 
people whom I represent. I feel it my duty to possess this 
body with the exact condition of things which exist in Mis- 
sissippi at this important crisis of our history., 

I am deputed to speak the sentiments of the State which 
I have the honor to represent, by virtue of a resolution 
which passed both branches of our Legislature without a 
single dissenting voice, and also to announce that the bill 
convoking the sovereign people of the State of Mississippi, 
in Convention, was passed by;both branches of our Legisla- 
ture without a single dissenting voice. Coming, therefore, 
thus authorized by. the Legislature of the State, and speak- 
ing the sentiments of the people of Mississippi, I fell au- 
thorized to declare it gives me profound gratification to be 
able to say that, coming back to the-home of my nativity, I 
listened to-day with a proud pleasure to the words of wis- 
dom and patriotism that fell from the lips of the Governor 
elect, and I am confident that there was not oné sentiment 
in his memorable address to the Legislature which would 
not have received the soung, hearty plaudits in Mississippi, 
that it met from the méh of Carolina, and I felt that I 
would have been untrue to my mother and false to the in- 
stinets of the soil upon which I was reared, did I not give 
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4 hearty response to every sentiment; and know that I 
Would be equally untrue to the home of my adoption and 
the sentiment that reigns—that rules the hearts of the peo- 
ple—did I not give, on her part, a cordial approbation to 
every sentiment that fell from his lips. 

I would deem it somewhat inappropriate to the occasion 
to go into a general discussion of the political ethies of the 
country—inappropriate, alone, however, because I came 
simply to speak the sentiments of the people of Mississippi, 
and convey to you what was the authoritative action in our 
Legislature; this done my mission will have ended. 

But there is a question presented by your very convoca- 
tion here, and one which, perhaps, has not been understood 
in most of the Southern and Southwestern States of the 
confederacy to the extent and depth in which you under- 
stand it in South Carolina. I mean the question of how 
the features of the federal government, or the ties of its 
existence, are to be changed. "There is, however, a great 
principle underlying all constitutions and governments—the 
great principle which is enumerated in the very second arti- 
cle of the.bill of rights attached to the Constitution of Mis- 
sissippi and most of the States of the confederacy—to claim 
that it is the right of the people to alter, to change, to 
amend, aye, to abolish the form of government whenever to 
them it shall seem proper. That is the great principle 
which underlies not only your federal constitution, but-which 
lies at the basis of all your State constitutions—the right 
of the people, the power of the people, aye, and the duty of 
the people, to resume the powers of government with which 
they have entrusted their agents whenever those agents have 
proven and manifested themselves to be unfaithful in the 
discharge of the trust. It is a great principle which under- 
lies alike the powers granted to the federal government and 
the powers granted by the people to State governments, and 
when it shall fail to be recognized, when it shall fail to be 
admitted, then the existence of the government is a mere 
question of its power to perpetuate itself. And, in reference 
to the federal government, while it exists somewhat under 
different forms from State governments, it is still dependent 
upon this great general principle, which we of Mississippi 
have always contended to belong alike to the federal and 
state governments. Do we seem to be almost oblivious to 
the fact, of this great question of the right of the sovereign . 
states of the confederacy, each acting for herself and by 
ee bound only by her own act—do we seem 
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almost to have been forgetful of the origin of the gov- 
ernment itself? This great right of the sovereign parties 
to the compact, whenéver the federal government has dépar- 
ted from the orbit in which the constitution bids it move, in 
the language of .your great statesman, is not a simple 
right, but it is the duty of the sovereign creators to speak 
in the language of master,and bid it return again to the 
orbit in which the constitution has directed it to move. 

It isthe great principle which underlies the federative 
government, as well as the great principle which underlies 
the state constitutions. As under the state constitutions the 
power of the people at all times exists to resume the author- 
ity entrusted to its agents, and to resume its government, of 
the Convention in the mode and manner in which they in- 
vested them with it—so the right, the power and the duty ex- 
ists on the part of the states to resume the authority they. 
have granted to the federal government, whenever that fed- 
eral government shall seek to pervert it. The two great 
principles are alike in their application; and what I had 
occasion to say at home I will repeat here, that if the pen of 
the historian shall ever record their downfall, not merely in 
the government, not merely in.the Union, but their downfall 
in the hearts of the people, that act recorded by him will 
be as much owing to the truculency of the minority in the 
government as to the aggressive acts of the majority. 

We have beer taught to think and believe in Mississippi 
that all governments and especially your federal government 
are but agencies established by the people to effect certain 
great purposes and ends, and acting under the strict letter of 
the constitution, whenever that agent exceeds its authority, 
and assumes a power never granted, the states must be 
untrue to themselves if they fail to speak to that govern- 
ment in the language of master. This is our idea in Missis- 
sippi of the character of-the government. We have been 
taught to believe, that it originated precisely as your State 
government originated—by the consent of the people. Your 
State government, having its origin by the consent of the 
people, your federal government owes its existence. to the 
consent of the sovereign States that made it, and the same 
grand principle underlies them both, only in different de- 
grees. In reference to a State government, the consent of 
the governed gives power to the Governor. The: Governor 
does not become the people, but their agent; and so in the 
federal government this power exists by the consent of the 
sovereign States who framed it. Aye, in the language of 
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the noted Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, “the States are the 
breath of its nostrils, and have the power to put an end to 
it to-morrow by a bare refusal to elect Senators and Rep- 
resentatives.” I have thus stated these two propositions— 
one of which pertains to State-governments, and the other 
to, the federal government—in order to show that when we 
adopted the existing constitution—when the States met in 
solemn convocation in Philadelphia, in 1787, and framed 
the constitution, they acted by States, they voted by States, 
and they voted clause by clause that constitution into power; 
but when that Convention, had met, acted and adjourned, 
the Constitution of the United States was an idle piece of 
parchment, devoid of life and vitality. It required the sov- 
ereign masters of that Convention—the separate States—to 
breathe into it its vitality and power of existence. Hence 
it was that the ninth article of the Constitution is known 
as the Ratification article. lt required nine of the eleven 
States of the Union to adopt that Constitution. With all 
the wisdom and patriotism that reigned and ruled in that 
Convention, when Washington, Madison, the Rutledges, 
and all the great men of power in the days of the Revolu- 
tion, lived—even after they had .performed their duties, and 
favored .the existence of the present constitutional govern- 
ment, it was referred back to the sovereign States, each to 
act for herself and to be bound alone by her own act.— - 
When it was referred to the people of South Carolina they 
had a right, if in their judgment they thought proper, so far 
as they were concerned, to. have defeated its adoption, be- 
cause, by the article of ratification, that constitution was a 
eompact only between the States ratifying the same. "Thus 
you see it was in the power of four of the smallest States of 
the confederacy, with a population of something less than 
three hundred thousand, absolutely to have defeated the ob- 
ject of the constitution itself. And then, too, by this article 
of ratification, no State that did ratify it possessed the power 
to. ratify it for any other State, but only to ratify it as to 
herself ; and hence it was that Virginia, New York, Rhode 
Island, and-various other States of the confederacy, in their 
articles of ratification, declared that whenever the power of 
the government should. be perverted to the destruction of 
the liberties of the people of the State, they. had the right 
and authority, and the duty devolved upon them, to resume 
these bonds. This being then tlie character of the govern- 
ment, the question arises whether or not the exigency has 
arisen which requires that the sovereign States of the con- 
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federacy who made the federal government by their sover- 
eign act, onght to resume to themselves the power, authority 
and duty, with which they have invested the federal Union. 

And while I refer to the existing state of things in speak: 
ing to you, I may speak somewhat in advisory terms, but 
not intentionally upon my-part ; and should I do so, it is 
only because I believe, aye, I may say I know, that the in- 
terest and welfare, and destiny and fate of South Carolina, 
is the interest, welfare, destiny and fate of Mississippi. The 
question arises simply as to whether or not the exigency has 
arisen which makes it the duty of the sovereign States of 
this confederacy to resume the powers with which they en- 
trusted the federal government. I hope that it is unneces- 
sary in speaking to Carolina to say,if she has the right to 
form the government, she has also the right to change it, 
and then your government exists alone to the extent and 
capacity and power which it possesses to make itself per- 
petual. In other words, the authority with which you 
have invested the federal government is not subject to re 
sumption, and if that federal government, whether acting 
through its legislative, executive or judicial departments, 
possesses the power to determine your existence in it, then 
you have no more authority to reverse that government, or 
annul it, than have the sezfs of Russia to change the form 
of government under which they live. If the authority 
and right does exist under the rights of the States to re- 
sume the powers with which they entrusted the federal gov- 
ernment, whether acting as one, two or three States, then 
they have the ability to resist the act by all the means in 
their power. ' 

We have thought, in Mississippi, that in all probability 
the great. principle that all government is based upon the 
consent of the people, would be recognized by the federal 
authority ; and that no body of men, in any State, would 
be found who would question it. On that we may be mis- 
taken. Itis barely possible that the federal government as 
now constituted, or as it will be constituted on the 4th of 
March next, will forget the great fact that it is based upon 
the sovereign States who made it, that it owes its origin 
and daily existence to the voluntary act of those States re- 
maining in the Union. They may object, but in the lan- 
guage of your distinguished Governor elect to-day, “we 
must remember that this government was created principally 
for the conduct of our foreign relations—principally to give 
strength to us abroad, and in order to constitute us a power 
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on the earth.” Now, what has been the history of the fed- 
eral government for the last three years? Has it been an 
effort to give to the people of the United States, as a people 
homogeneous, a like political. interest, and social «welfare 
and elevated position on the page of history? No; my coun- 
irymen ; it has been a disgraceful squabble.on the floors of 
the national „Legislature to make one portion of this people - 
of despotic power a controlling element in the government, 
in order to oppress the other portion. I have been told that 
the history of the Union was: a national history, around: 
which, in spite of the opposition: to it, clung the. warmest, 
affections of our people ; and I have begged leave to remind: 
the friends who made the suggestion to me, that, in-the Dec- 
laration of Independence, our fathers saw fit to declare, not. 
that the peoplé of the United States, but that these colonies 
are and ought to be free and independent States. - The his- 
tory-of the Revolution shows nothing more than that they 
established the great doctrine of mutual independence.— 
They never intended that State lines should be obliterated ; 
and when the mind of New England, with a great constitu- 
tional lawyer, a man of lofty and proud intellect and enor- 
mous power, stood in the Congress of the United States 
contending for this as à government operating upon the peo- 
ple of a.State—we say it with respect—he stood there as-a 
partizan warrior adyocating the fhterest of his client; and 
a, great statesman of the West, he: whose name indeed 
become national, and whose fame belongs to the country at 
large, when he stood: in the. Congress of the United States 
claiming the authority of the Constitution of the United 
States, and arguing the powers of the government to-inau- 
gurate and enforce it, he.stood there as a great popular ora- 
tor, but-also as a partizan lawyer, defending the case of. his 
client. . But when your own immortal statesman, who spoke 
not for the glory, aye no, and. not for .the. generation, but 
who spoke for all time-to come; who spoke ex cathedra, be- 
cause he spoke the truth, the simple truth—when-your own 
great Calhoun was heard, he established, atleast in the 
hearts of the people of Carolina and her sister States the 
great principle that this was a government based: upon the 
consent of the people, and that the federal government-is 
but the agent of the States, and could not exist.a day with- 
out them, AE. 2 P aL ME 

` I have thus approached the view whi.h we of Mississippi 
take of this questión, and while.it is true in Mississippi we. 
had not the unanimity enjoyed in South Carolina, yet, since 
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the election of Lincoln, all party lines in Mississippi have 
been obliterated-and the people stand as à mass, without ref- 
erence to the distinctions which have hitherto divided them. 
Men, for instance, known as opposition, now stand, side by 
side by the candidates for the Convention Who are known ` 
to be for Sates rights. That is“owing in a large measure . 
to the fact that our population is infused in a greater or less 
degree with men of the old State of South Carolina. Iam 
happy to announce that we have no parties in Mississippi. 
And that in the town in. which I live, the Capital of the 
State, when we heard of your action, and when the day be- 
fore I left home I attended a Convention in my own county, 
I announced to them the fact that there was entire unanimi- 
ty throughout your State, a solid phalanx demanding the 
right and the authority to resume the powers entrusted to 
the federal government—when I made that announcement 
to the people of the county in whieh I live, not one, not 
two, not a dozen, but every man in the vast audience to 
which I spoke, arose as one man and proclaimed that he 
would stand by South Carolina, by her vote, for weal or for 
woe. 

Ihave álluded somewhat incidentally, but perhaps it is 
my duty to refer more particularly, to the action of the Leg- 
islature of the State of Mississippi. I have the pleasure of 
announcing to you that when the Convention bill was pro- 
posed in the House of Representatives; it was referred to a 
special commitéee for consideration, reported to the House, 
and adopted without debate; quietly and silently, and with 
that resolute determination and fixed duty of purpose which 
indicate that men have passed the -period of discussion and 
debate. . The other branch of the Legislature—the Senate 
—also adopted the measure without a dissenting voieé.— 
When it was proposed that the Legislature should authorize 
the executive of the State to send: Commissioners to‘ other 
States, soliciting-their co-operation in the position which 
Mississippi has taken, that resolution was also passed. with- 
out a single dissenting voice. 

The resolutions on federal relations, as we admirably 
term them in Mississippi, were introduced not by àn old 
States rights man, but one regarded as with the opposition, 
and without whom we were not certain, even in Mississippi, 
of success. I will not weary you by reading the long pre- 
amble to these resolutions, for it was struck out and the 
simple resolutions stand by themselves. I do not mean to 
state that every man in the State is pledged to it, because 
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there are some who have said, “we are with you, we are 
Minute Men with you, and stand by you ready when sum- 
moned to aid the Southern States. Take the advance:moye- 
ment and we will be there as readily as you States rights or 
secession men, but we believe it will be a war-of revolution 
instead of a peaceful resumption. by a sovereign State of the 
powers invested in the general government." We have 
told them, “we have no-quarrel with your motives ; we will 
not ask you to assign a reason. We know you to be wrong 
in regard to the reasons which animate you, but still we 
know that in the final hour, in the day of trial, you will 
stand heart to heart, shoulder to shoulder, hand to hand 
with us.” The resolutions were passed by the Legislature 
by an overwhelming majority, but not with the entire una- 
nimity of the Convention bill, or the resolution authorizing 
the Executive to appoint commissioners to the varidus 
States, but still with a majority so overwhelming that; — 
although division was called for, but a few feeble voices, 
here and there, dissented to it. 1 will read the resolution 
to which 1 refer : , mE 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of. Mississippi, 
That in the opinion of those who. now constitute the State 
Legislature, the secession of each aggrieved State is the 
proper remedy for these injuries. ' 

This was not an idle resolution—it was not one adopted 
without calmness and forethought,. reflection and delibera- 
tion. The people I have the honor to represent are nót'in 
a passion upon this. question, but have acted considerately, 
resolutely and in a determined form. There is.no excite- 
ment upon this question amongst my people. “The principle 
of that resolution, declaring that the appropriate and pro- . 
per remedy is the separate secession of each aggrieved ‘State, 
is the principle which will be found the ruling and the con- 
trolling element in the Convention which will meet ón: the. 
Tth of January next. And while there may be—while there 
doubtless will be, some few dissenting voices—fof, as L:have 
said heretofore, we have not the pleasure of having that. 
unanimity you have—even the opposition party of Mississippi, 
thefrankest man of that party, the.man of the most formida- 
ble intelleét and most tremendous power—a man I know. and 
respect as a citizen, but differ from in: politics—has not hes- 
itated to declare, and in print as well as by speech, that the 
election of Mr. Lincoln even he regarded as an open decla- 
ration of War on the part of the Northern people. I present 
thisin order to properly explain the attitude of even the op- 
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position men in Mississippi. Even they feel that the- emer- 
gency or exigency has arisen which imperiously requires her, 
in her sovereign capacity, to resume the authority entrusted 
to the federal government. Es s 

We have been anxious to secure co-operation in every 
Southern slaveholding State. 

It was recommended by our Governor, in a message sent 
to our Legislature, that a bill be revived which formerly 
stood on the statute books of Mississippi, interdicting the 
introduction of slaves from border slave States. We felt 
that it was the true policy at this time, in this emergency, 
and under the circumstances in which we are placed, to do 
aught which indicated the slightest distrust of any slave 
State of the confederacy ; and therefore, that portion of the 
message was not favorab y acted upon by the Legislature. 
We earnestly desired co-operation; yet we have not thought 
of obtaining it. Even the oppósition party have said that 
while they demanded that this co-operation should. be invi- 
ted, it did not follow that they should refuse to act.— 
The argument advanced is simple, and is intended to give 
out that we do not intend to attach ourselves to anybody 
who are not assimilated to ourselves. As a simple act of 
courtesy to the other slave States, the Executive has appoin- 
ted, or will appoint, delegates to all these States, simply s0- 
liciting action, but not to feel that Mississippi is bound by 
any refusal to act. Acting upon a principle which was 
inaugurated in Mississippi years age, that, profound as is 
our respect, deep and abiding as is our love for that State 
which has ever stood in the first rank in defending the lib- 
erties of the country, even South Carolina could not control 
Mississippi. In other words, she claims for herself the right 
to act upon this matter as you claim for yourselves the right 
to act. We learned the lesson from you, gentlemen, that it 
is not only the right, but the solemn duty of each State, 
now that a Northern sectional majority has, or will have 
control of the government, to declare for secession. Why 
longer continue in this government? May I not say, in the 
language of an eloquent Virginian, “Why stand you here 
idle?" We stand here to-day on the face of the earth, with 
all the financial embarrassments which surround us, the sole 
and single people who have, by their social system, explained 
the relation between capital and labor. Why, at the North 
and in England there is a constant warfare. The simple 
question, then, as I said before, gentlemen of the Conven: 
tion,is as to whether or not you will resume the powers 
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with which you have invested the Federal Government. Ws 
had hoped, in Misslékippi; that we would be able to take 
action with you simtiltaneously. We had hoped that we 
should hear a voice coming from the land of flowers, and 
the prairies of Texas, and from the banks of the great. 
Father of Waters where it washes the shores of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, and from Georgia and Alabama, all at the 
same time ; but circumstances having convoked your Con- 
vention at a period somewhat -prfor to that at which the 
Conventions of Alabama, Georgia and. Mississippi were to 
act, the question is presented whether or not South Carolina 
should declare her own separate independence. Upon this 
subject, gentlemen, I have modestly made my suggestions to 
some gentlemen of the Convention. At one time I thought 
it might be politic and proper that the States should all act 
together, but since my arrival I doubt whether the postpone- 
ment of the question would not have a tendency to throw a 
damper upon the South and the Southwest. ` 
I believe thai the people of South Carolina will snatch 
her star from the galaxy in which it has hitherto mingled 
and plant her flag earliest in the breach of the battle, sus- 
taining revolution by the bold hearts and willing arms of 
her people. Should the government forget its origin; forget 
that it is based upon the consent of the sovereign States, 
and appeal to force; the first Federal gun fired at the bosom 
of the mother will boom across the contineat and bring back 
to her defense the willing’ hearts and ready arms of a thou- 
sand true sons—and side by side-along with them will corhe 
hundreds whose footsteps never pressed your soil, but whose 
hearts are deeply imbued with the great living principle of 
government which owes its origin to the soil of South 
arolina. . 
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[DOCUMENT F.] | 
J ACKSON, Mississippi, January 12th, 1860. 
To Hrs ExckuLENCY J. J. PETTUS, 
i i GOVERNOR, &c. 
Sir: —I have the. honor to inform your sies d that in 


pursuance of my appointment as Commissioner to Tennessee, 
I arrived at the Capitol of that State on the 5th inst., and 


proceeded at once to lay before His Excellency, Governor 
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Harris, the evidences of, and enter upon the duties assigned 
tome in my appointment. The Legislature assembled in 
extraordinary session on the 7th inst. On the following day 
Governor Harris sent in a special message, accompanied -by 
my crodentials, and informing the body that I was ready to 
communicate with them. Thereupon a resolution was passed 
by the two Houses inviting mé to meet and address them in 
joint convention. That duty I performed, and herewith 
present to your Excellency a copy of the Address I delivered 
on the occasion. Iam gratified in being able to state'that 
there is a growing patriotic sentiment in favor of the stand 
assumed by the seceding States in resistance to the domina- 
tion of a sectional majority which is about to assume the 
reins of government over the States which may consent to 
remain in the Union. . 

I cannot doubt that the gallant and chivalrous State of 
Tennessee will consider that honor and duty alike require 
that she shall east her lot with the States which have, and 
will renounce allegiance to a Government no longer willing, 
if indeed able, to afford that protection to the interests and 
institutions of the South which of right belong to them. 

I have the honor to be, ` 
Very respectfully, 
Y our obedient servant, 
T. J. WHARTON. 


E 
—Ó—— M: 


ADDRESS. . 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives of Tennessee:—Returning to my 
native State, after many years residence abroad, I ani pro- 
foundly grateful for the cordial reception extended to me by 
His Excelleney, the Governor, and the assembled Represen- 
tatives of the people. 

I know, however, and am proud to acknowledge that the 
compliment is not intended for me personally, but for the 
State which I have the honor to represent on this occasion. 
In her name, and by her authority, I come to commune with 
you in reference to the fearful political crisis which has .be- 
fallen our common country, in the hope that the co-operation 
of Tennessee may be secured in the effort to preserve the 
rights, the honor and independence of the slaveholding 
States of this Confederacy. m 
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| which called it into being. 
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Tam charged, in the language of my commission, to 


¡inform your honorable body, and the people of the State 
| you represent, that the Legislature of Mississippi has. passed 
fan act calling a Convention of the people of the State to 
| consider the present threatening relations of the Northern 
f and Southern sections of the Confederacy, aggravated by 
| the recent election of a President upon principles of hostility 
| to the State of the South, and to express the earnest hope 
| of Mississippi that Tennesgee will co-operate with her in the 
| adoption of efficient measures for the common defense and 
| safety of the States thus threatened.’ That Convention 
| assembled on the 7th inst., and is now in session deliberating 
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pon the action contemplated by the Legislature in the aet 

I am charged also to present certain resolutions adopted, 
almost without a dissenting voice, enumerating the grievan- 
ces of which they complain, and prescribing the remedy for 
the same. Each of the measures thus adopted has received 
the sanction of the people, in an election held on the 20th 
ult. E 

A popular majority of not less than 18,000, and a majority 
in the Convention of from 60 to 70, have cordially endorsed 
the action of the Legislature in the premises. 

Notwithstanding the differences of opinion that exist 
amongst us as to:the character of the remedy proposed, there 
is but one sentiment as to the necessity of prompt and effi- 
cient action. That unanimity of sentiment prevailed’ evén 
before the recent startling events which have occurred in 
South Carolina. Probably there is not in the State a man 
who does not feel that the argument is exhausted ; that 1t is in 
vain longer to remind the dominant majority of the North 
of their repeated violations of the Constitutional rights ‘of 
the South, of the consideration upon which the South acqui- 
esced in the compromise measures of 1850-51, which at the 
time convulsed and so nearly dissolved the Union. . 

The most distinguished leaders of the party opposed to 
the immediate and separate secession of the State, unhesita- 
tingly denounced the election of Mr. Lincoln as a declaration 
of war against the Southern States, and indignantly repelled 
the thought of submitting to it. 

Indeed, they pointed to the necessity of a Southern Con- 
federacy, and only sought the co-operation of Southern 
States and to secure that recommended that a Convention 
of such States should be held. | | | 
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Her sovéreign voice can only be inferred from the known 
and declared seritiments of the delegates who have been 
elested. In a few days, if not ere this, the Convention will 
give expression td itin the most solemn and authorative 
form. When that has been done it will be thé command of 
the sovereign, which, like the fiat of the Omnipotent, chal- 
lenges the obedience of every citizen. 

That obedience will be rendered, not grudgingly, but with 
alacrity. Already the public mind is expecting it, and is 
prepared for it. ` 

_Forgetting all past political dissensions, her sons will 
gather round her standard, and vieing with each other in 
demonstrations of loyalty and affection, there swear eternal 
fidelity to her sacred cause. 

Without repeating the almost innumerable instances in 
which the anti-slavery sentiment of the North has invaded 
the constitutional rights of the people of the South, many 
of which are set forth in the preamble to the resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of Mississippi, I may say its 
aggressive spirit has culminated in the recent Presidential 
election. 

The, election of a sectional candidate, by a dominant sec- 
tional majority, on a platform of hostility to thé constitu- 
tional rights of the people of fifteen sovereign States, was 
an event which never entered the minds of the framers of 
the Constitution. Like parricide amongst the Grecians— 
there was nolaw to punishit, as they supposed no child 
could beso unnatural as to murder his parent. So, the 
sages who framed the Magna’ Charta of our liberties, never 
imagined that the time would come when it; would be pos- 
sible, in à Government of equal, confederated, sister sover- 
eigns, that a majority organized upon principles of deadly 
hostility to the domestic institution of the minority, would 
obtain the ascendancy. l l 

The cardinal principles upon which the theory of govern- 
ment rests which they inaugurated was the absolute equality 
of the States, in all political rights and privileges. 

To establish that principle. the battle of the Revolution 
were fought. It was worth all the blood and treasure, pri- 
vations and suffering it cost. When it has been surrendered, 
nothing accomplished by the Revolution worth preserving 
will remain. Mississippi has determined to cling to it, “as 
the mariner clings to the last plank, when night and the 
tempest have gathered around him.” 
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It is not the mere election of Lincoln—insulting as that 


- of itself would be, in view of the offensive sentiments he 
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| has uttered, and is known to entertain—which has awakened 


that tornado of popular indignation which is now 8weeping 
over the South. It is not the mere platform upon which he 
was nominated—infamous as that is to the Southern man— 
but it is the determined, aggressive spirit'of Abolition, under- 
lying and sustaing the party which has sécured his triumph 
and the overthrow-of the Constitution. It is the unappeas- 
able hatred which that party cherishes, and has ever cherished, 
for slavery and the slaveholder, that proclaims to us that 


| there is an “irrepressible conflict” between them and us. It 
- is that the Chair of State, once occupied by Washington, is 


to be desecrated by the chief of a party which has risen 
upon the principle of denying to the citizens of fifteen 
sovereign States that equality of rights secured to them in 
the common property of all the States. It is that an insti- 
tution existing at-the formation of the Constitution, and now 
the foundation of the wealth, prosperity and happiness of 
twelve millions of people, is to be outlawed, and the moral 
sentiment of the world invoked to make it, and those who 
tolerate it, hateful. It is that the President elect owes his 
triumph to such a party, that he has pandered to such a 
sentiment, and that the Government is to be administered 
for such a purpose, that the State of Mississippi has resolved 
—whatever may be the issue—fearlessly to appeal to the 
God of battles, the justice of her cause, and the arbitramerit 
of mankind. Come what may, though it should eost.every 
drop of blood and every cent. of property, she will never 
DR to the domination of such a party. and of such a 
chief. S. ' 

In that appeal, she invokes no sympathy or.compassion. 
She has fully counted the cost of resistance. She has not 
rashly taken her position. A necessity too stern and imperi- 
ous to be disregarded, demands that she should assume the 
guardianship of her own rights and honor. She ‘will never 
consent that either shall be under the control ‘of a govèrn- 
ment hostile to her and hers. She ardently desires the 
co-operation of her sisters, having a common interest and 
destiny. She defies and despises the malice of her foes. 
She has sent commissioners to all the slaveholding States to 
invite their co-operation in defense of common rights against 
a common enemy. She bids me, as her representative, say 
to her chivalrous sister, Tennessee, that she has too often 
Mlustrated her heroism in arms, and hor wisdom in council, 
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to doubt that, as upon the deathless plains of Chalmette and 
at the storming of Monterey they stood shoulder to shoulder, 
they will be separated now when the holiest cause that ever 
inspired the human heart, summons them to the conflict. 
Mississippi know and appreciates the loyalty to the Union 
which has ever distinguished her sister. The sentiment has 
an abiding place in her own bosom. To.it she is ready to 
sacrifice everything which a proud sovereign State may or 
dare sacrifice of ease, comfort or convenience. Her honor 
and constitutional rights she may not, dare not surrender. 
For the honor of the National Government, she has sacrificed 
hecatombs of ler best sons. To vindicate her own honor 
she is ready to sacrifice her last son, and herself disappear 
from the map of nations. She bids me say that “ she loves 
and cherishes the Union; that she remembers, with the 
kindest feelings, our common origin, with pride our common 
achievements, and has fondly anticipated the common great- 
ness and glory which has seemed to await us ; but that origin, 
achievements and anticipation of coming greatness, are to 
us as nothing compared to this question ; that it is to us a 


vital question ; that it involves not only. our liberty, but. 


what 4s greater (if to freemen anything can be) existence 
itself.” So, viewing it, and dispairing of a returning sense 
of justice with her haughiy and victorious foe, she has 
determined to welcome death.rather than submission. She 
considers a dissolution of the Union a great, though not the 
greatest calamity. In the language of her own warrior 
statesman, the fearless, the chivalrous Davis, " She would 
cling tenaciously to our constitutional Government, seeing 
as she does, in the fraternal union of equal States, the benefit 
to all, and the fulfillment of that high destiny which our 
fathers hoped for and left it for their sons to attain. She 
has seen the national flag surrounded by the flags of foreign 
countries and the pulsations of her heart have beat quicker 
with every breeze which displayed its honored stripes and 
brilliant constellation. She has looked with veneration on 
those stripes, as recording the original size of. our political 
family, and with pride upon that constellation, as marking 
the family’s growth. She glories in the position her own 
star holds in the group, but sooner than see its lustre 
dimmed; sooner than see it degraded from its present 
equality, she would tear it from its place, to be set even on 
the perilous ridge of battle, as a sign round which her 
bravest and best should gather to the harvest home of death." 

What has transpired since the election to encourage the 
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| hope that the dangers apprehended from the triumph of the 
. Black Republican party are disappearing or diminishing? 
| Whilst prayers and supplications are going up. from the 
| hearts of patriots that He who stilleth the tempest and rnles 
| in the armies of men, would disperse the dark storm-cloud 
| which overshadows the land ; whilst-the silent watches of 
| the night have attested the zeal of venerated: statesmen to 
| concert measures to preserve alike the Union of the States 
| and the rights of the South, what indication have our ene- 
| mies given of a willingness on their part to recede -from the 
| position which has caused all the danger? ` Go' to their 
| organs—of the public press—and to their speakers on the 
| floor of Congress, and catch the haughty contempt with 
| which they treat a suggestion that their platform shall be 
| modified, or the offensive State enactments of which we 
| complain, repealed. "They are themselves ready to denounce 
| their chosen chief as a traitor, if in the policy upon which 
| he shall administer the Government, he fail to carry out the 
| platform on which he was nominated, or should, for a moment, 
| yield to the “insolent demands of a hateful slave oligarchy.” 
| -Catch the exultant note with which they hailed his election, 
as the final overthrow of slavery. Hear the swelling chorus 
| borne on every breeze to evegy land proclaiming the first 
| triumph of the party which should, at no distant day, inau- - 
| gurate the reign of equality of all races and colors, and the 
| universality of the elective franchise. -Look at their Presi- 
| dent elect, whose silence since his election, and during the 
| canvass, has been as profound as itis ominous. Read his 
| last deliverances to the public ear. As late as the 16th of 
| April, 1859, he said: “ This is a world of compensation, KA 
he who would be -no slave must consent tó have no slave. 
| Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not-for them- 
| selves and under a just God cannot long. retain it.” “But 
+ once during the canvass was his voice heard, which was 
| wher he spoke at his own door to hisneighbors and friends. 
At Springfield, the last of July, or early in August, he was 
put forward very unexpectedly, and spoke with: less than 
his. accustomed caution. He said: “My friends you will 
fight for this cause four years hence, as you now fight for it, 
| though I may be dead and gone.” WM ear 
| Commenting upon this speech a distinguished son. of 
| Pennsylvania, loyal to the constitution asa compact between 
E the States, said : “ There.is, then, to'be no repose, no‘ séttle- 
| ment, no finality under his administration. .The ‘fight’ is togo 
| gunay, it is be stronger then than now, Not content with 
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Victory of the compect North over the stricken and insulted’ 
South, the arms are not to be-laid aside—the array is not to 
be broken—peace and conciliation are not even hinted. 
Domestic slavery, drivén by a triumphant Executive and 
Congressional majority from the Territories, is to be be 
leagured in the States. It is to exist by sufferance—it is to 
be destroyed by compression, and the varnished, plausible 
and deeeptive Republicanism of 1860 is to become the agres- 
sive Abolition of 1864. So says Mr. Lincoln, if his language 
has any meaning. 

In order that you may see what will be the policy of his 
administration, 1 state Mr. Lincoln’s position in his own 
words.. He says: 

“It is my opinion. it (the slavery agitation) will not cease, 
until a crisis has been reached and passed. A house divided 
against itself cannot, stand. I believe this government 
cannot endure permanently, half slave and half free. I do 
not expect the house to fall. But Ido expect it will cease 
to be divided. It will become all one thing or the other. 
Hither the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread 
of it, and place it where tg public mind shall rest in the 
belief. that it is in the course to ultimate extinction ; or its 
advocates will push it forward until it shall become alike 
lawful in all the States old as well as new, North as well as 
South. 

. Again he says :. "A 

“I embrace with pleasure the opportunity of declaring 
my disapprobation of that clause of the Constitution which 
denies a portion of the colored people the right of suffrage.” 

"True Democracy makes no inquiry about the color of the 
skin, or place of nativity, or any other circumstance or con- 
dition. I regard, therefore, the exclusion of the colored 
people, as a body, from the elective franchise, as incompatible 
with true. Democratic principles.” a 

And yet again, with still greater emphasis, and explicit- 
mess : 


governed AN EQUAL FORCE IN THE GOVERNMENT, 
and that, and that only, is self-government. 
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I advert to these extracts to show how vain and delusive 
the hope that a remorseless fanaticism, which has fastened 
its fangs in the vitals of the Constitution, will, in the flush 
of triumphs, stay its: hand from. further and yet haughtier 
demands. Never, in the history of nations, has such a spirit « 
paused or taken a step backward. It is gueppeasable. It 
shows no quarter. It takes no prisoners. lt wages a war 
of extermination, more relentless than a war of races or of 
castes. It must be met with brave hearts and stout arms, 
and crushed out, or its desolating sweep.over organized 
Governments will be more fearful than the unchained winds 
which rend forests and scatter fleets. Nearly a quarter of 
a century ago, when this voracious demon was in its swad- 
dling clothes, and the nurses in charge made their first 
requisition upon Congress in the shape of Abolition Petitions, 
Mr. Calhoun raised his prophetic voice in words of wisdom 
and warning, which, if heeded, would have arrested the 
terrible catastrophe now imminent and unavoidable. He 
then declared that aggression should not be niet by conces- 
sion ; that those who acted upon the principle that 1t should, 
were prepared to become slaves; that if an inch was con- 
ceded, concession would follow concession, compromise would 
follow compromise, until our ranks would, be so broken that 
effectual resistance would be impossible. He counselled that 
the enemy should be met on the frontier with a fixed deter- 
mination to maintain our position at every hazard. Tracing 
the subsequent history and career of that spirit of aggression 
which had seized the Northern mind, he undertook to predict 
that however sound the great body of the non-slaveliolding 
States then were, that in the course of a few years they 
would be sueceeded by those who will have been taught to 
hate the people and institutions of nearly one-half of.this 
Union, with a hatred more deadly than one hostile nation 
ever entertained towards another. He said it was easy. to 
see the end. By the necessary course of events, if left to 
themselves, we must become, finally, two people. Itis im- 
possible, under the deadly hatred which must spring up. be- 
tween the two great sections, if the present causes are 
permitted to operate unchecked, that we should continue 
under the same political system. The conflicting „elements 
would burst the Union asunder, as powerful as are the links 
which hold it together. Abolition and the Union cannot 
co-exist. As the friend of the Union, I openly proclaim it, 
and the sooner it is knowh the better. The former may 
now be controlled, Wii in a short time, it will be beyond the 
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power of man to arrest the: course of events. We of the | 


outh will not, cannot surrender our institutions. The sub- 
version of them will drench the country in blood, and extir- 
pate one or other-of the races. I quote his words, and as 
I repeat them who is not struck with the inspiration of. his 
utterance, and the fulfillment of his prediction? What. 
heart does not send up the prayer, “ I would his counsels and 
warnings had been heeded.” But they were regarded at the 
time as the sickly abstractions of a dreamer and metaphy- 
sician. 

Men, in their impotence -to reach the height of this great 
argument, not giftéd with his far reaching sagacity, adopted 
the opposite policy. “ Others, for a while, seemed struggling 
‘neath their arguments, he, from above, descending stooped | 
to touch the loftiest thought 

I haye purpósely avoided a discussion of the remedy pro- 
posed in the resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Mis- 
sissippi. I know full well the sentiment “which has long 
prevailed in Tennessee on that subject. I could not hope to 
change it, and I would not be’ understood as presuming to 
dictate. Besides, practical results are more to be desired 
than discussions of abstract propositions. It will make no 
difference as to the form of the remedy, or the name by which 
it is called, if we are animated by the same determined pur- 
pose, to maintain the ri ights of the South at whatever hazard 
or cost. We may find ourselves borne along by the current [| 
of events, and forced to defend what we might be unwilling 
to aid in producing.  . 

My first and great coricern, the chief object indeed of my | | 
mission, is to know that Tennessee, like Mississippi, will |, 
bear all, brave all, but never submit to be ruled over by a 
Black Republican Administration. Events are crowding 

upon each other with startling rapidity. The Rubicon is 

already passed. Nulla retrorsum vestigia, is inscribed upon 
every shield and every helmet: South Carolina—aptly de f 
nominated the Harry Percy of the Union—has flung to the 
wild winds free her banner of State independence, and hack 
from the Spirit land comes the cheering war cry which nerved 
the arms and hearts of her Sumpters and Marions, her 
Pickens and Rutledges, now echoing in tones of thunder in 
the ears of their descendants— 


“Strike, till the last armed foe expires, 
Strike for your altars and yoyi fres, ` 
Strike for the gréen graves of your Sires- 
God and your native land." 
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- Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana; Florida, Texas, 
will'eateh the swelling refrain, and' high aboye the croaking 
voice of submission, they.will pledge hearts and hands to 
South Carolina—together march to victory and indepen- 
dence, or when the “last torch of likgrty shall burn; then 
sleep the night of death.” , Aye,and Tennessee will enter 
the grand- carnival—not with slow and measured tread, but 
with all her banners waving and ready to charge with all 
her chivalry. Before I could doubt it, I should have to ob- 
literate the brightest. pages of my country’s history—ignore 
the undying laurels with which fame decked the brow of the 
immortal Jackson, on the plains of Chalmette and the more 
recent, but undying harvest of glory which were gathered 
by her sons amidst the storming of Monterey. If such a 
doubt were forced upon my mind—as anative of the State— 
1 would throw myself.upon her bosom, and in the language 
of another, I would exclaim: Oh Earth, Earth, Earth! as 
did the Hebrew Prophet when wearied dut with the perver- 
sity of his countrymen, he turned to his native soil and ad- 
jured that, to see if he could. not’ arouse within it some 
answering spirit. If such an appeal was made to the soil of 
Tennessee in such a case, it seems to me that the very 
genius of the place would spring forth, and trumpet-tongued, 
sound the call, which from the topmost height of her moun- 
tains to the depths of her valleys would summon her sons 
to the rescue. ` . ^ ^ . 

That something must be done, and speedily done, aye, be- 
fore the reins of Government shall pass into. the hands of: 
our haughty and insolent foes, the tamest submissionists 
admit. Yielding to the sentiment of resistance, which 
swells up from the great popular heart of the South, her 
statesmen and patriots—men of wisdom and prudehce, who 
“hold the helm when passion blows the gale,” have ex- 

"hausted every effort to restore peace to a distracted coun- 
try. . . 
Their very prayers and supplications on behalf of the” 
Constitution, and the co-equal rights of the States have . 
been insulted and derided by our enemies whether address- 
ed to a throne of grace or to their own adamantine hearts. 
If appeals are made to their sense of patriotism—if they 
are.reminded of a common ancestry and a common revolu- 
tionary struggle, of the parer days of the Republic, when 
Washington and Adams, Jefferson and Hancock, and their 
illustrious compeers, met at the same shrine and presented 
their offerings on the same altar, with pharasaic piety they 
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turn away disdaining fellowship with slavery, and slave- 
holders. When reminded of their breaches of faith in the 
observance of solemn eovénants and violations of plain 
provisions of the Constitution, and exhorted not to drive 
us to extremities in the defence: of our rights, our exhorta- 
tions.are denounced as threats. A paper wielding, perhaps, 
a wider influence ofr Northern sentiment than' any other, 
and which, from the part taken by its editor in securing his 
nomination, may be presumed to express the feelings of 
Mr. Lincoln, and the party of which it is the accredited 
organ—(the New York Tribune) repels with ridieule all 
such appeals. 'The only answer made to the South is to 
justify all that has been said and done by the party. 1t 
protests that they have elected a President by honest legal 
votes, on the largest poll ever known, 'and after the most 
heated canvass ever had iu the country—that they have 
done just exactly what they had a right to do, what they 
ought to have dene, and what should have given peace and 
prosperity to the Union, and that all the distress,and dan- 
ger now existing spring from the fact that the factions they 
have fairly beaten, insist that they shall repudiate their 
principles and surrender the just.fruits of their triumph, 
- or that they. will break up thé Union. It hails with accla- 
mations of rejoicing the failure of the committees of Con- 
gress to devise any plan of adjüstment. It throws back 
upon the South the responsibility for all the dangers which 
exist, and denounces it for treason and disunion. 

Why talk to such people about new guarantees, amend: 
» ments of the Constitution, &c.? In the first place, we 
know how they would be met; crimination and ridicule are 
ihe reply they make; denying that the evils complained of 
exist—but, if they do, that they are of our own creation. 
In the second place, what reason have we to suppose, if dur 
demands were accepted, that the amendments and new 
. guarantees would be more faithfully observed than the 
plain provisions of the Constitution and the Fugitive Slave 
Law have been. 

They have been educated, for the last forty years, in the 
nurseries, in the Sunday schools, from the pulpit, at the bar, 
in the legislative halls, and from the hustings, to loathe sla- 
very and the defenders of it. This has all to be undone. 
It is impossible to eradicate the sentiment from the minds 
and hearts of the present generation. With the masses, 
the sentiment has beén engendered by religious fanaticism, 
and by appeals to their prejudices. "They havé been taught 
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that slaveholders disdain labor, and look with contempt 
upon the laboring classes, regarding them alike, whether 
white or black, as an inferior caste in society. With the 
leaders, it Originates in a contest for political supremacy, 
and a jealousy of the influence which the South has'exer- 
cised by her wisdom in council and her heroism in arms. 
Of what avail would all-the constitutional compacts in 
the world be when coming in contact with a sentiment such . 
as that imbedded in the hearts of the people? ‘All laws 
depend for their efficacy and enforcement upon the consent 
and loyalty of those who administer them, and those for 
whose government they were intended. e o oig mE 
Such being, then, the sentiment and feelings of :thé party 
which will be charged with the administration of the Gov- 
ernment after the 4th of March, what safety or protection ` 
will there be for Southern men and property, seeing that 
new guarantees cannot be obtained, and if they could be, 
would.never be observed. e 
Slavery, of all property .in the world, most needs the 
protection of a friendly government. As well commit the, 
lamb to the protection of the wolf, as slavery to the pro- 
tection of a Government hostile. to it. ` EM 
Besides, all these propositions involve delay, and- delay 
now is fatal. Itis not wonderful, indeed it is most. natural, 
that up to this time we should have held back—that we 
should have tried to keep others back until the wisest and 
most prudeut counsels had. calmly surveyed: the whole field, 
and had failed to discover a-remedy for the disorders. pre- 
vailing. -That' much deliberation was due to the sacred 
trust committed to'us, and to the cause of human: liberty 
throughout the world. "But events of the past ‘few’ days 
admonish us that but little 'tiine- remains for deliberation 
and decision. . Some may deplore the course of: South Gar- 
olina as’ precipitate and ill-advised—others máy regard. it 
-as unjust to her sisters, having an equal interest and a com- 
mon destiny with- her—others again, may hail’ it “as : the 
magic-wánd which ‘shall extract the forked lightning from 
'the:storhi-cloud and convey it- harmless to-the earth, or, as 
“a bright Iris o'er the boiling surge.” - Whatever may be 
the view taken of it, whethér approved or ‘condemned, her 
lone star has been unfurled--and proudly courts the breeze. 
Mississippi, hàs sent her-word of cheering. . “On ye brave, 
who rush:-to glory: bi the grave, Wave, ‘South .Carolina, 
wave, all thy banners wave, and charge with all thy chiv- 
alry.” God grant that Tennessee, the synonym of patriot- 
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ism and dauntless heroism, true to her own high instincts, 
her historic renown, and the fame of her illustrious chief- 
tain, who has rendered her own and his name immortal, 
niay also arm to the teeth and resolve to the death in de- 
fence of her gallant sister, the Queen of the Atlantic! 
What said the illustrious ex-President Fillmore im his 
speech at Albany, in:1855, when contemplating the very 
event which has occurred—the election of a sectional Pre- 


-sident—and which, though not the cause, is the occasion of 


ihe widespread excitement at the South : “ can they,” (re 
ferring to the people of.the North,) “ have the madness, or 
the folly, to believe that our Southern brethren would sub- 
mit to be governed by such a Chief Magistrate? Suppose 
that the South, having & majority of the electoral votes, 
should declare that they would have only slaveholders for 
President and Vice-President, and. should elect such by 
their suffrages to rule over us at the North, do you think 
you would submit? No, not for a moment. Do you be- 
lieve that your Southern brethren are less sensitive on this 
subject than you are, or less jealous of their rights? If 
you do, let me tell you you are mistaken ; and therefore 
you must see that if this sectional party succeeds, it leads 
inevitably to the destruction of this beautiful fabrie reared 
by our forefathers.” Again, in his speech at Rochester, the 
same season, referring to the same event, he said: "the 
success of such a party with such an. object, must be a dis- 
solution of the Union.” | o 

. What said the Hon. Mr. Vallandigham, member of Con- 
gress from Ohio? ..*Itell you, as a Western man, and I 
tell the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Nelson,) that when 
you of the South shall have attained the numerical power 
and: strength in this Union, and shall organize a Southern 
party on a Southern basis, and, under the forms of the Con- 


. Stitution, shall elect. a Southern President, for the purpose 


of controlling the vast power and. patronage and influence 
of the Government by action, or Mon-action, for. the ad- 
vancement of Southern interests; and above .all, for the 
purpose of extending slavery into States now free, I will 
meet you as the Irish patriot would have met the invaders 
of Ireland—with a sword, in one hand and a torch in the 
other ;^ dispute -every inch of ground—burn every blade of 


. grass, till the last intrenchment of independence shall be 
.my grave. I will not wait for an overt act. What! Do 
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A not know that fire.will burn; that frost will congeal; 
that steel and poison will do their work of. destruction to 
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the human system; and shall l await the slow process of 
experiment to ascertain their rational and inevitable ef- 
fecta 2" . This was spoken.in answer to the question. ‘whether 
the South wonld be justified in resisting the election a 
Northern sectional candidate on a sectional platform. > 

I. quote a passage from a.single other Northern: 'étates- 
man, (Hon. Caleb Cushing, on the: same point. -* After 
arguing.to them the practical result of the election of such 
a candidate, he says: “ I repeat, confidently, if Mr. Lincoln 
is elected, the Republicans will have to break up at once, 
or attack the domestic rights of the South. What, then, 
«will the peóple of the Southern States, attacked/in their 
constitutional rights, their domestic peace, their property, - 
and their persons do? What will they do? Will they 

assively submit to be conquered subjects of New England? 

o. I do not hope, believe or doubt what they will do. 
I know they will defend themselves to the uttermost—first 
with constitutional means, in fine, with all the means-of de- 
fence which God and nature have committed to them; and 
if they were not to do it, they would be recreant to the 
blood of Washington, of Henry, of Carroll, of Rutledge; 
they would be unworthy.of the name of American.” | 

The issue is made. We could not avoid it if we would. 
We fearlessly appeal to God, to our consciences, and to the 
enlightened opinion of mankind to vindicate our course, If 
war result, the responsibility will not be upon us, but upon 
‘those who are intent upon the overthrow of' our constifu- 
tional rights. If we must pass the dread ordeal—if the 
tocsin of civil war is sounded, and the land is drenched 
with the blood of brothers, “I trust in God that there is a 

redeeming spirit in the Constitution which will be seer to 
walk with the South through the flames, and preserve: her 
"DAE by the conflagration. 2 
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[DO CUMEN T G] 
Wasuineton, D. C., December 2, 1800. 


His ona JOHN J. PETTUS, ei et 
" GOVERNOR OF Miserere. 


Sir :—The package you were pleased to forward to me 
; containing Fi appointment of Commision of: ‘Mississippi 
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to the State of North Carolina, I had the honor to receive 
on the 18th instant. In obedience to your instructions, I 
set out for Raleigh, the Capital of the State,,on thie 17th, 
and arrived.there on the18th. Immediately on my arrival, His 
Excellency John W. Ellis, complimented me with a personal 
visit, and in our first interview I made known the object of 
my mission. He welcomed me to the State in the kindest 
terms, and during the same evening I addressed him a com- 
munication in which, in dispassionate but decisive language, 
I attempted to set forth the apprehended evils of which 
Mississippi, complains. and invited the co-operation of North 
Carolina in devising a remedy. 

This communication was laid: before the Legislature with 
a short message, on the 20th, a copy of which is herewith 
enclosed. i 

Your Commissioner was received with great cordiality, 
courtesy and consideration hy the Legislature of the State, 
and sympathy and respect for our State and her people were 
manifested on all sides. 

On the 20th, however, the Legislature adjourned over for 
the holidays until the Tth of January proximo. After my 
arrival, a bill appropriating $300,000 for the purchase of 
arms for the State passed the Senate with only three dissent- 
ing votes, and when it was sent to the House of Commons 
several test votes were taken upon the bill which demon- 
strated that an overwhelming majority of that body favored 
the appropriation. "This bill will be the first business in 
order on the re-assembling of the Legislature. There was 
a strong feeling, however, with many members to increase 
the sum from $300,000 to one million dollars. 

The bill providing for a call of the Convention.of the 
State had been deferred when I arrived: until the 7th ‘of 
January. I feel confident that both these measures will be 
passed. ia 

The prevailing sentiment of the Legislature and the people 
is that all the distracting questions arising out of our con- 
stitutional rights to property in slaves must be now settled 
for all time to come. An anxiety is felt to maintain the 
Union of these States, if that can be done without a forfeit- 
ure of honor and endangering our property. But to keep 
North Carolina in the Union something decisive must be 
done. and that at an early day, to effectually arrest the 
carrying into effect ‘the policy of the. Black’ Republicans. 
As soon as all hope'of à ‘satisfactory adjustment:.of: the 
slavery issues is abandoned, the voice of North " Carolina 
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will be well nigh unanimous for a Southern Confederacy. 
There is already a very large, spirited and talented pro- 
portion of the people of the State in favor of separate State 
action and immediate secession. This feeling is growing 
daily; the mountain districts are zealous and enthusiasuic; 
‘the low country, where the large slave population is foun 
is slower and more cautious. But the spirit of the patriots 
of Mecklenburg in 1775 is entering the hearts of the people 
everywhere, and it will carry them to its legitimate con- 
clusions of resistance to wrong and the maintenance of our 
Constitution in its purity against the revolution threatened 
by an irresponsible majority. Should the election ever be 
presented whether North Carolina shall continue her con- 
nection with the non-slaveholding States of the North, or 
join her Southern sister States on the Gulf of Mexico, she 
will follow the promptings of her heart and unite her‘des- 
tiny with us. i 

In Congress, no disposition for accommodation is shown, 
and if there be no change, and I cannot believe there will | 
be, North Carolina will be ready to act decisively by the 
4th of March next. 

Ás faras I could ascertain the feelings and wishes of 
North Carolina, it was that Mississippi, were she inclined to 
adopt the line of separate secession, should postpone the da 
on which her ordinance of separation should take effect till : 
the 8d of March, at which time, by reason of the failure of 
all efforts at accommodation, she will be ready to become 
her ally and confederate—and it is further my opinion, that 
5 goes North Carolina, so will go all the border slave 

tates. Ps 

Thanking you for the confidence you have reposed in me, 
and ready now and at all times, to sacrifipe life, fortune and 
all I hold most dear for our beloved sovereign Mississippi. 

I have the honor to be, l e 
Your friend and obedient servant, 
; J. THOMPSON. 


RALEIGH, N. C., Thursday, December 20, 1860. 


To THE HONORABLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
i " OF THE STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA. 
Gentlemen :—Herewith I transmit a communication from 
the Hon. es Thompson, a distinguished citizen from: the 
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State of Mississippi, now present in this city as a Commis: 
‘sioner from that State to the State of North Carolina. 
" The communication discloses in firm; yet dispassionate 
language, the sentiments of Mississippi upon the subject of 
our natiónal troubles, and will, I doubt not, meet with a 
eordial response upon the part of the people of North Caro- 
lina, believing as I do, that it is a settled conviction with 
them that all controverted questions touching the institution 
of Afriean slavery in the United States, should and must 
now be definitively adjusted, and the agitating snbject forever 
removed from the minds of men. l 

"Apart from the grave character of the mission, it is a 
pleasing cireumstance that Mississippi should select, as her 
messenger to us a native of North Carolina, upon whom she 
has heretofore conferred the choicest honors in the gift- of 
her people, and it is with high satisfaction that I now make 
@ public recognition of this courtesy. _ 

' Executive Department, December 20, 1860. 


MÀ 


ADDRESS. 
RALEÍGH, N. C., December, 1860. 


His Excetuency JOHN W. ELLIS, 
' GOVERNOR OF THE STATE oF NORTH CAROLINA. 


Sir :—I have the honor to inform you that I have been 
‘duly appointed a Commissioner from the State of Mississippi 
to the. State of North Carolina. I have been instructed by 
‘the Governor of ‘Mississippi, to report myself, in person, to 
your Excellency, and through your kind offices to inform 
the people of this Commonwealth “that the Legislature of 
Mississippi has passed an act calling a Convention of the 
people of the State, to consider the threatening relations of 
the Northern and Southern sections of the United States ; 
aggravated by the-recent election of a President upon prin- 
ciples of hostility to the States of the South, and to express 
the earnest hope of Mississippi that North Carolina will 
co-operate with her, in the adoption of efficient measures for 

the comnion defensé and safety of the South.” 

. It affords me gréat pleasure to accept this appointment, 
and to obey these instructions; yet I most sincerely regret 
the public necessity which impels my adopted State to ask 
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“for thé counsel and co-operation of my native State. Cem- 
mon dangers threaten the peace, honor and safety of both; 
“and it is certain that an unresisting submission to the azgres- 
sive and hostile policy of the Northern States will inevitail- 
involve both in a common humiliation and ruin. The crisis 
demands action. It is unbecoming a free people to clese: 
theia eyes to the issue forced upon them, and to cry peucé * 
peace, when there is no peace. The antagonism of opinion, 
upon the questions growing out of the recognition by the 
Constitution of the right of property in slaves. so long and 
angrily discussed. has at last culminated, in the adoption. 
by a majority of the Northern people of the doctrine of 
‘the “irrepressible conflict.” The leading idea of this creed 
is that the Union of these States cannot.endure, half of 
them slaveholding, and the ‘other half non-slaveholding. 
This conflict is to be inaugurated under the forms of the 
' Constitution on the 4th of March next, and if adhered to 
and carried out, the assertions of its most violent advocates 
that "freedom is triumphant,” and “ that slavery is over- 

' thrown,” are self-evident propositions. : 
- Itis admitted that each State must decide for herself, 
. both the mode and measure of redress for present and pros: 
pective evils and ‘grievances. One destiny, however, 
awaits all the slaveholding States of this Union, ‘and fate 
has indissolubly linked ‘their fortunes together: Therefore; 
it is meet, and wise, and proper and expedient, that they 
should consult and advise together, for their common de- 
fense and general welfare. Thus the hasty and precipitate 
will be checked, the laggard and, spiritless aroused to ac- 
tion, and a universal confidence will be felt, that our rights 
will be securé, and our government placed on the safest 


and surest foundation. er 

. Mississippi is content with the compact which our fathers 
framed. The Constitution of the United States already 
affords guarantees which are ample for our security. But 
- they are found on parchment only... The people of the 
Northern States. have not kept faith with us. Not on'y 
have:a majority of the non-slaveholding States rende; ed al: 
legislation for our protection nugatory and inoperative by 
State enactments, but on the 6th of November last, ù ma- 
jority of the people of all the free States endorsed a plat- 
form of principles in direct conflict with the Constitution 
and the decisions of the Supreme Court, and thus the will 
of a numerical majority—a majority trained from infancy 
to hate our people and their institutions, are to e Sursti- 
. tuted in their stead, HA?i 
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The Executive and Judicial prp of the govern- 
ment, and the Senate of the United States have always held 
chat property in slaves was recognized by the Constitution, 
and therefore, under a common flag was entitled to protec- 
tion. The dominant party deny ¿this proposition, and thus 
uy their construction, the Constitution will be changed, this 
common Government will be revolutionized, and instead of 
throwing its broad shield over all the citizens of all the 
“tates, protecting each and all equally in the possession and 
enjoyment of their rights of property, it will be perverted 
into an engine for the destruction of our domestic institu- 
tions, and the sübjugation of our people. 

The question which is now submitted both to Mississippi 
«nd North Carolina, is this, shall we sit quietly down without 
à murmur, and allow all our constitutional rights of property 
to be taken away by a construction of the Constitution 
which originates in hostility and hatred, or shall we, as men 
who know our rights, bestir ourselves, and-by a firm, united 
and cordial “ co-operation,” fortify and strengthen them, 
that they may be transmitted unimpaired to our children, 
and our children’s children, throughout all generations. - 
*Visdom dictates that all the questions arising out of the 
i"stitution of slavery, should be settled now and settled 
forever. 

A people jealous of their liberty will detect danger while 
:t 1s yet afar off, and providethe remedy. If ever there was 
a people answering this description, the past glorious history 
of North Carolina will point out your fellow-citizens as 
that people. 

I bear this message of Mississippi to you, and through 
vou, to the people of North Carolina; and I hope that you 
will allow me to inform Mississippi that North Carolina is 
rly alive to the importance of the present crisis, and “will 
- -Operate with her in the adoption of efficient measures for 
tse common defense and safety of the South." 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. THOMPSON, 
Commissioner from Mississippi. 
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^ — JACESOR, January 10, 1861. 


His ExogwLENOY JOHN J. PETTUS, 


GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OP MISSISSIPPI. 


Sir:—I have the honor to report to you, that in execu- 
tion of the trust reposed in me by your Excellency, as Com- 
missioner to the State of Maryland under the act of the 
Legislature of this State at its recent session, I visited the 
State of, Maryland without delay after receiving my com- 
mission at your hands. (| DINE 

I visited the Executive of that State, who had before my 
appointment, come to the determination not to convoke the 
Legislature of his State; and I also addressed him in 
writing desiring to be informed whether in the present 
emergency of public affairs, he woüld call together the Le- 
gislature. In my personal interview with, him, I respeet- 
fuly, but earnestly urged mány considerations which appeared 
to. demand an assemblage of the Legislature; but he replied 
insisting that the emergency did not demand or justify such 
action ;: and in reply to my written communication, he 
addressed: me the letter which I herewith transmit, stating 
his views upon the subject and his determination. not to call 
together the Legislature, under. the circumstances then 
existing. . l u NE ga 

. I was not surprised at this, as I was aware at the time 
the commission was tendered to me by your Excellency, that 
the Executive of Maryland, had taken his position not to 
convoke the Legislature; and: therefore, in accepting the 
commission, I stated to your Excellency that I was not hope- 
ful of doing any good to the cause of Southern rights through 
the direct action of .the Executive of that State; but that I 
hoped to-make known to the people there, the. views enter- 
tained by this State. in relation to our rights and duties in 
common with all the Southern States; and in order to do 
so, that I should address the people upon the subject. 
Accordingly after visiting the Executive, I visited several 
parts of the State, and. made addresses to the people, setting 
forth, in my feeble manner, the views and position of ‘this 
EE and inviting the co-operation of the people of that 
I am very happy to believe and to. be able to say, that the 
peopls of Maryland aro jn heart atid in interest with the 
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‘tate of Mississippi, and that they will ultimately be with 
us in political union. A lárgé nümbér of the most eminent 
men of the State agree with us in principle; and the true 
course of the South, as we régard it here, is gaining strength 
and force every day. The peculiar local situation of the 
State—having a long line of'a non-slaveholding State to 
which she is exposed, and having the Federal Capital within 
her limits—now operates to restrain speedy action in support 
of the course which we, of this State; deem the proper onc 
in the emergency; and to this may be added the persistent 
refusal of the Executive, against all petitions, remonstrances 
and protestations, to allow .thé people to express their will, 
by the only mode in which it can be formally done—a course 
which suppresses for the time the sentiment of the people 
and paralizes their action. But from the cordial reception 
that sound doctrine met at the hands of that gallant and 
patriotic old State in the address I made them, which follows 
the reply of the Governor to my communication, antl in my 
personal communications with them, I doubt not that, as 
soon as she shall be relieved of, or is aroused to bid defiance 
to, the Executive contingency which now paralizes their 
efforts and their will, she will wheel into the line of the 
Southern Confederacy, and add- the old “Maryland. line” to 
the fortunes and destiny where her rights, her principles and 
her interest find a congenial home. The Revolutionary 
spark has touched their hearts and will never be extinguished 
until it accomplishes now what it-achieved in the day of its 
original glory, the establishment of her rights «and her 
honor, by a re-union with the Southern States whose feelings 
and interests are identical with her own; "2. +: 

I have the honor to remain with high respect, 
Your Excellency's obedient;sérvant, > ` 
i D ^ ^, A. H. HANDY.: 
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STATE OF MARYLAND; Execoriva Camera) ^ 
“ANNAPOLIS, December 19;:1860.: 


Sir:—Your letter of the 18th instant, informs me that 
you have been appointed by thé Governor of- Mississippi, in 
‘pursuance of a resolution of the Legislature, à Commissioner 
‘to the State of Maryland: and that*the occasion of your 
mission is “the present crisis in the national affairs of : this 
country, and the danger which impends the safety and rights 
of the Southern States, by reason of the election of. a 
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You also inform mé that Mississippi desires thé co-opera- 


E 


pected our General Assémbly will bé called for that purpose. 

In the conversation T had with you this morning, you 
were good enough to. explain, more fully, the views and 
intentions: of Mississippi in: this matter: lier desire that our 
Legislature should also appoint, Conimissionérs to meet those 
of other Southern: States: and; that action at-once be had 
by. all the. Sonthern, States, for thë formation:of :a niew gov- 
erhment among themselves. | 75.577 20.0 7 X 

The position of Maryland, as a Small, Southern Border 
State, renders the exercise of any power.I may possess, for 
ihe purposes indicated. by you, & matter. o very grave 
importance: ee O 
_*Onr State is, unquestionably, identified with the Southern 
States, in feeling and by the institutions and. habits which 
prevail.among us..: But she is also conservative, and above 
all things, devoted to the Union of these States under the 
Constitution. Her people will use all honorable'means to 
preserve and. perpetuate. these; ' “1 think T know the senti- 
ments of her citizens in this matter; and thai:l am not 
mistaken when I say, that, alinost unanimously, they.intend 
to uphold that Union axd.to maintain their rights under it: 
that they believe these last “will yet be:admitted and secured: 
and that not until it is certain ‘they will “be’respeeted no 
longer: not until every honorable; constitutional and lawful 
effort to secure them is exhausted, —willthey consent to any 
effort: for its dissolution. - d: 

"The people of Maryland are anxious that time be given, 
and an-opportunity afforded, for à fair and honorable ad- 
justment of those difficulties: ánd' grievances of which they, 
more than the people of any other Southern State, have a 
right to complain. And, in my opinion, if the people of this 
Union really desire its continuance and perpetuity, such 
adjustment may be effected. I hope, and believe, it will be 
rs and promptly; and until the effort is proved to be 
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the:.State;of, Mississippi: and .at what time it may be ex- 
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vain, I cannot consent, by any precipitate or revolutionary 
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action to aid in the dismemberiñient of this Union. ^ 7^. 
When I shall see clearly that there is.no loj "of such: 
adjustment, and am convinced tliat the power of tlie Federal 
Government is to be perverted to the destruction; instead of 
being used for the protection of our rights : then, and: not 
till then, can I consent so to exercise any power with which 
I am invested, as to afford even the opportunity of such à 
proceeding.. |. .- ` SQ E . 
Whatever powers. I may have, I shall use only after full 
consultation, and in fraternal concert with the óther Border 
States, since we, and they,.in the event of any dismember- 
ment of the Union wil ‘suffer more than all the others 
combined. ^ . - e s E x 
I am now in corrésponderice with the Governors of those 
States; and I await with solicitnde, for the indication of 
the course to be pursued by them. When this is made 
known to me I shall be ready to take such ‘steps as our duty 
and interests shall demand; and I do not doubt the people 
of Maryland are ready to stand with the people of those 
States for weal or woe. dus Ey E 
I fully agree with all that you have said as to the neces 
sity for protection to the rights of the South; and my sym- 
pathies are entirely with.the gallant people of’ Mississippi 
who stand ready to meet any infringement of those rights. 
But I earnestly hope they will act with predence as well as 
with courage. Let us show moderation as well as firmness; 
and be unwilling to resort to extreme measures until neces- 
sity shall leave us no-choice. _ E E 
I am unable to inform you when the Legislature of this 
State will be called together; for until I can perceive the 
necessity for such & step, I am not willing to awaken the 
apprehensions, and excite the alarm, which such a'call; ‘at 
the present timé, could not fail to excite.. — : 3 
I have the.honor to be, ` mE i 
Very rėgpectfully,- 
Yourobedientsefvant.. . — 
LU A ‘THOS. H. HICKS. - 
Hon. A. H. HANDY, — AUN 
- Commissioner of Mississippi. 


E 
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Substance of Speech delivered by Hon. A. H. Handy, Com- 
- missioner to Maryland, at Princess Anne, Maryland, on 
the lst day of January, 1861. 


FELLOW-CITIZENS : 


$ 

_T appear before you, as a Commissioner from the State of 
Mississippi, the home of my adoption, from whence T have 
received the distinguished honor to bear batk to this, the 
` land'of my birth, the message which she sends to this time- 
honored State; and to take counsel with her, in relation to 
the protection of those rights which were transmitted to us 
by ourfathers. I come to you, not to agitate questions of 
party politics; for such questions are as foreign to my pur- 
suits in life as they are to the objects of my mission ; but 
to present to you the course which the State of Mississippi 
deems it her duty to take for the preservation of the great 
principles on which the rights and liberties of the people of 
the States of this Union rest—principles high above the 
elevation of any mere political party, and immeasureably 
superior to the mere name or form of the Government under 
color of which those principles are about t6 be trampled 

| E Ain m i 
In Mississippi, party names are gone, and party struggles 
ended. We q rallicd from the outposts to the citadel, and 
with extraordinary unanimity; forgetful of past gnd recent 
differences, the cry is, men and brethren, what must we do 
to save the Constitution and defend our rights ?. The 
Philistines are upon us, and we .must “aroúse ourselves 
in our strength as one man, and defend our liberties, 
though we shake the pillars of the temple of this Union, 
nay, though we are. driven to the dread necessity of stand- 
ing with our feet upon its revered ruins, in order to preserve 
and bear aloft the sacred principles which it was designed 
to establish and e I know the people whom 1 
address. Bone of their bone, ánd flesh of their flesh, your 
prosperity and happiness are dear to my heart. I shall 
appeal to your intélligence, and to that -patriotism which 
rests deep in the heart of every true son of Maryland, 
which flowed in the hearts of our fathers and led them to 
strike for liberty and right. I shall ask you, by their 
sacred memories, to stand by those high principles, and 
to assert and defend, at all hazards, the inestimable inher- 
Mee en they staked their “lives, tlieir fortunes and 
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their sacred honor,” to seeure:for you. Standing upon. thig 
soil, rendered sacred by. the blood of the revolution, 
treading upon the very ashes of those who fought to 
achieve it, I feel that I may justly appeal to the heirs of 
their fortunes and of their glory, to preserve the noble prin- 
ciples which they established, not beguiled, by names and 
forms, to sacrifice their essence, but to keep the treasure in 
its purity and power, that sons of yours may never have 
to curse your. memories because you were unfaithful to the 
high trust committed to you by your fathers. — . 
What, then, brings me before, you, and whence the 
anxiety and gloom that I see depicted in every countenance? 
THE- GOVERNMENT OF THIS UNION 18 IN-A STATE OF RE- 
VOLUTION. This has been put on foot and is already 
commenced, by the- election of Abraham Lincoln, as Pre- 
-ident of the United States, upon a declaration and pledges 
of principles and designs, which subvert the Constitution 
of the United States. All that remains to render the revo- 
lution one in fact, is the accession of him with his party to. 
power, and the perpetration of the designs which he i$! 
solemnly pledged to carry out, and which he was elected to 
accomplish. He has been elected upon the openly declared 
principle that an “irrepressible conflict” exists between. 
the Northern and anti-slavery States on the. one side, and 
the Southern States on the other, by which all the States 
of the Union must become either slaveholding or non-slaye- 
holding States.—that slaveholding is a sin and a national 
disgrace, which they, of the Northern States, will not gub- 
mit to bear,—that holding property in man is against the 
law of God, the principles of our Government, and the 
opinion of the civilized world, and will not be tolerated and 
cannot continue in the States belonging to the same Union 
under which they live.. These views Abraham Lincoln is 
elected to carry into practice, by the use of all the power 
of his administration; and for proof of this, I refer you 
to the platform upon which he was elected, and the views 
of the leaders. of his party, and to a few of his declara- 
tions of opinion, upon the faith of which he was chosen as 
the standard-bearer of his party, and has since been elected 
President of the United States. _ pe utor 
In the authorized publication of his speeches, circulated 
during the recent presidential canvass, the speeches from 
which the following extracts are made, will be found : 
“T did not even say that I desired that slavery should be 
put in course of ultimate extinction. I do say.so now, 
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however; so there need be no longer any difficulty about 
that.. It may be written down in the-great speech.” . 

“ T have always hated slavery, I think, as much as any ab- 
olitionist. Ihave, been ah .old-line whig. Z.. have always. 
hated it; but I have always been quiet-about it until. this 
new era of the introduction- of. the, Nebraska’ bill began. 
T always believed that everybody was against 4t and, that it 
was in course Of ULTIMATE EXTINCTION... +. 0.5 6 Cp 

" We are now far into the fifth year since a policy wds. 
initiated with the avowed object and :«confident promise -of - 
putting an end to'slavery agitation, Under the operation 
of that policy, that agitation has not only not ceased, but 
has constantly augumented. . In my opinion it will not; cease 
until a crisis shall have been reached and passed. -- 4 housé 
divided against itself cannot stand.’ ; I believe this Govern- 
ment cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. 
I do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I do not: expect. the 
house to fall; but -I do expect it will CEASE TO. BE DIVIDED : 
IT WILL BECOME ALL ONE THING OR ALL THE OTHER. 
Either the opponents of slavery will ARREST the further spread 
of it and place-it where the, public mind shall rest in'the be- 
lef that it is in the, course of ULTIMATE EXTINCTION, oF its 
advocates will push it forward till it shall become -alike 
lawful in all the. States, old-as well as new, North: ás well 
as South.” , o uos [f 

Commenting on this, he afterwards saidi- ....- | -.° 

" T only said. what. 7 expected would take ., l made 
à prediction only; it may have been a foolish one, pefhàps. 
I did not even say that I desired that slavery should be put 
in course of ultimate extinction.'. L. do now, . however; -so 
there need be no longer any difficulty about; that.? - 

“ If I were in Congress, and a vote should come.up.on a 
question whether slavery should, be prohibited in a.new 
Territory, in spite of the Dred Scott decision, Y WOULD FOTE 
THAT IT SHOULD." TED 

“What I do say is, that no man,is good enough to:govern 
another man without the other man’s consent.: «1 say this is 
the leading principle, the SHEET ANCHOR of .Ámérican: rè- 
publicanism.: , Our Declaration of Independence says: . .. - 

“"We hold these truths to be self-evident—that- àll men 
are created equal; that they are endowed by their "Creator 
with certain inallenable-rights; that among these ,are :life, 
LIBERTY, and the pursuit.of happiness; that. to secure these 
rights, ' governments are instituted: among. mei, DERIVING 
their just power from the consent of the governed.’ :- ue 
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" I have quoted so much at this time merely to show, that 
according to our ancient faith, the powers of governmént 
are derived from the consent of the governed. Now, the 
relation ef master and slave is, pro tanto, a violation of this . 

inciple. The master not only.governs the slave without ' 

is consent, but he governs him by a set of rules altogether : 
different from those which he prescribes for himself. Allow 
all the governed an EQUAL VOICE IN THE GOVERNMENT; and -` 
' that, and that only is, self-government.” ZEE 
- Thus speaks, Wm. H. Seward, the high priest of this 
arty: 2E -= 
E Thus, these antagonistic systems are continually coming 
into closer contact, and colltsion results. Shall I tell you 
what this collision means? They who think it is acciden- 
tal, unnecessary, the work of interested fanatical agitators, 
and therefore éphemeral, mistake the case altogether. It is 
an IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT between opposing and endur- 
ing forces, and it means that the United States MUST AND 
WILL, sooner or later, become entirely a slaveholding nation, 
¿or entirely a free-labor nation. Hither the cotton and rite 
fields of South Carolina and the sugar plantations of Lou- 
isiana will ultimately be tilled by free labor, and Charleston 
and New Orleans become marts for legitimate merchandise 
alone, or else the rye fields and wheat fields of Massachu- 
setts and New York must again be surrendered by their 
farmers to slave culture, and to the production of slaves, 
and Boston and New York become once more a market for 
‘trade in the bodies and souls of men. It is the failure to 
apprehend this great truth that induces so many unsuccessful 
attempts at final compromise between the slave and free 
States, and it is the existence of this great fact that renders 
all such. pretended compromise, when made, VAIN and 
EPHEMERAL.” E 
And again: 
“ What a commentary upon the history of man is the fact, 
that eighteen years after the death of John Quincy Adams, 
the 4 have for their standard-bearer Abraham Lincoln, 
essing the obligations of. the HIGHER LAW, which the Sage 
of Quincy proclaimed, and contending, for weal or woe, for 
life or death, in the IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT between freedom 
and slavery. I desire only to say that we are in the Last 
stage of the conflict, before the great triumphal inauguration 
of this policy into the Government of the United States.” — 
Speaking of the Dred Scott decision, he says: ` ' 


» 


11 


“The .people of the United States never can, and they 
never will, accept principles-.so’ unconstitutional and: so 
abhorrent. Never, never. Let :the Court recede.: Whether. 
it: recedes or not, we'shall-reorganize: the Court, and thus 
reform its political sentiments and practices.” AGHA A 
“Tf is written in the: Constitution :of. the United. «States, 
in violation of the Divine: law, that/ e: shall: surrender the 
fugitive slave. . You blush not at. these things because they 
are familiar as household words.” , .:.: 2o. 8h £0 $0» 

¡Listen to-the declarations of ‘Mr. Chase: 55:557 c7 

We feel, therefore, that all LEGAL DISTINCTION between 
individuals of. the same ‘community, founded: in . aay such 
circymstances as color, origin, and the like, ure hostile to the 
genius of our institutions, and incompatible with: the trae 
theory of American liberty. SLAvERY.and oppression must 
CEASE, or American liberty must perish.. 4770 = 

“T embrace, with pleasure, this opportunity ieee tn d 
MY DISAPPROBATION of that. clause of the Constitution whic 
denies to a portion of the colored people the right. of. saff- 


me True democracy makes no inquiry about the-color.of the 
skin or place. of: nativity, or other similar circuuistance or 
condition. I regard, therefore; the exelusion of the colored 
people, as a. body, from the élective franchise, a8 'INCOMPATI- 
. BLE with true democratic principles”; 5. ° -s ʻa% 
“For myself, I am ready to renew my. pledge,.and I will 
venture to speak in behalf of my co-workers, that we will 
go straight on, without faltering or wavering, until évery 
vestige of oppression shall be erased from the -statute-books 
—until the sun, in. all its journey from: the utmost eastern 
horizon through the mid-heaven, ‘till he: sinks behind: the 
western bed, shall NOT BEHOLD THE FOOTPRINT OF d'BINGLE 
SLAVE in all our broad and glorious land. | so iui Eas” 
Hear what the platform of the: Chicago Convention'Says: 
“7, That, the new dògma: that: the Constitation; of its 
own force, carries slavery into the Territories of the United 
States, is à dangerous political heresy, at variance withthe 
explicit provisions of- that. instrument itself; with cotentipo- 
raneous exposition, and with ‘legislative and -jadicial 
precedent; is revolutionary in its tendency, and subversivo 
of. the peace and harmony of the country.” ^: 7:1. 
And this is said with reference to a solemn decisión of 
the Supreme Court of the United States in thé Dred-Scott 
case, which is treated as a mere dogma, and dénounced:as a 
political heresy! ' i M ane 
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These : extracts are “sufficient to show the priñtiples T 
purposes of. the-párty about to. be.placed- in: power. over the: 
v and. House of the: Dre e of. we States’ of: this 

nion. TEE 

I-néed not consume did to show this intelligent pede, 
that: our right to hold slaves is justified^by the Law: of 
God—that-it is distinctly recognised atid. provided for in 
the Constitution, laws and’ treaties::df the United States; 
and sanctioned :by the decisions of . the Supreme Court of 
the. United States—that’ this right cannot be violated with- 
out a- subversion of the- Constitution and a destrüction of 
tle property of the people of the Southern States, espécially 
the cotton growing: States, absolutely indispensable to their 
prosperity, ‘nay, their- existence, and which would. lead to 
their degradation and ruin. But let us see by what meañis 
these-wicked and profligate men—who regard not the: law 
of :God, ‘and. would lay their ruthless hands upon the:Con- 
stitution—holding that there is a higher morality than -the 
Word of God, a higher law than the Constitution of. the 
‘United , States; and a‘ paramount: rule of property ünder 
the Constitution «to ‘that declared by the Supreme Court— 
would accomplish their infamous purposes: ` ` 3 

1.-Slavery is to be abolished in the District of Columbia, 
forts, arsenals; &c. of the United States, and the.citizeri of 
á Southern State prohibited from. taking his.slave-property 
tö the common ferritory:of “the United Státes--thus dis- 
crimináting against his property, and degrading him below 
the citizen of the non-slaveholding State, in clear violation 
of his right of equality in the exercise of nus right of meo 
perty uàrantied by the Constitution. -  '' 

2 The slave-trade between the States is.to:be äbol: 
ished, thereby preventing the-exportation ‘of slaves: from 
the old- Southern States, until their increase. shall’ become 
an evil, ahd compel i their e a and thus abolitioñize 
those States. 5 

3. To repeal. thé laws against incendiary. publications, to 
incite ‘slaves to :insúrrection ‘and bloodshed,. and to: pass 
new laws to protéct.the:freedom of «speech - and of' prints; 
addressed tö slaves and slaveholding communities, to teach 
slaves their right of. liberty, and’ thus render them so dan- 
gerous to the lives of the white populudon as d compel 
their:emancipation. v 

‘Thus-the right of property: of the citizens of «thie South: 
ern States is to be assailed and destroyed—the Constitution 
violated—the decisions of the Supreme Court and the laws 


HE sarete" sae vii Toners erri fS DURER amm = 


CMT 
Heine 


- 


1 d 
PA 


13 


of Congress -spürned-—eitizens of the-slaveholding. States 
insulted; outraged aud.condemned to, disgraceful punishment 
for exercising: their-ündoübted Constitutional rights. "These 
Hd ese uev gd timé and ‘again avowed -by the leaders 
of thé party of Lincoln; aid,so-far as:they had: the power, 
häye been put into -practice:::"And now, in the ominous la: 
guage of” Mr. Seward: which 1 have quoted, “we arein the 
last stage of the conflict; before. THE GREAT TRIUMPHAL INXU- 
GURATION of": this- policy into the «Government of the United 
Stétes.”:. The ‘party has- tritimphed. 'at the ballot box, the 
verdict ofthe people-has beer prohowntéd according to thé 
forms `of the: Constitütion, and they claim it as solemn 
sariction of:-their avowed designs, and only await the time 
fixed by tlie Constitutioñ:to take the power of the-Govern: 
mént, ‘aiid-fulfil their pledges, and execute the-popular will 
constitutionally-declared.. ^ © ^ ^ 2 77... 797v 

- Nothing but tlie-most; uripardonable ‘credulity:could war: 
rant the belief that tliese-imen will shrink from their pledges: 
They are: cool-héaded men, who have pursued their object 
` for years, amidst the scofn and obloquy óf all rigħtminded 
men; -And now; when they are flushed with success, with-the 
means of execution in their power, with aH the émoltiments 
of - the: Government within their grasp, and with. their rapa- 
cious hordes'at their heels crying for the spoils, ‘and’ their 
infatuated followers demanding the execution oftheir mholy 
pledges, would it:not be +h8mest criminal delusion. to “act 
upon the- belief -that "they will not execute their diabolical 
belíesta? ‘Let them.have the purse and. the sword of this 
Government, : and-we. shall. quickly: see how true they will 
be to their base pledges, ünless arrested" by the strong -affs 
and brave hearts:of the: people: of the South. ' Is it--the 
part of wisdom:and safety to permit them to get possession 
ofthis formidable power, having dominion over us; añd 
to tPust to their forbearance not:to. use it to our oppression? 
Some ‘say we'should wait for “overt acts;” but-whence -the 
Wisdom.of stich delay? - If. we are satisfied that they will 
carryout. their pledges, why- place ourselves within their 
power, and: then trust to the mercy of -mén who go into 
power. trampling under foot laws, courts, constitution, . and 
4he:Word of God? It would be madness to trust:to their 
sense of justice, or: to their respect. forthe Constitution. 
The-stake is too great to-be entrusted to the ‘moral-sense of 
infidels ‘and barbarians.: We' must protect it ourselves, ‘by 
acting from abundant caution. We must treat the Govern- 
ment, a8 it in fact is, in a state of revolution, by the elevation 
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of a party upon the prostration of the Constitution; and 
never submit ourselves to its dominion;. untilwe have our. 
rights so fully, clearly and. effectively.secured, ag: to. be 
beyond all .possible danger from the-wicked men ‘who will 
come into possession of the places and:power of. the Goy- 
ernment. Any other course than. this will, in all -human 
probability, place us in a condition of great disadvantage, 
from which we will not be able to’extricate ourselves. with- 
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out great difficulty and much suffering; .. - Pa Vs 
These fell purposes do not rest entirely or principally, 
upon fanaticism, for their motive. Yankee last for goin 
and for the emoluments of the Government, first gave rise 
to the party, and still continues to animate the efforts of 
the chief conspirators against the Constitution. . Finding 
that, under the true principles of the Constitution. and the- 
rightfal operations of the Government, its honors and 
emoluments were beyond the reach of their friends, at the 
North, the originators of the party conceived the scheme 
of getting recruits to theit strength by abolitionising . the 
agricultural States of the West. It appears that they have 
been eminently successful in this, by blinding them to their 
true designs and Ante their fanatical feelings and 
YankeeproclivHies. The same purpose is entertained towards 
the Southern border States, büt not to be accomplished by the 
same means. -With them the policy is one of .compulsion— 
to make slavery an evil by interfering with its benefits, and 
to bring about its abolition. If this effort. succeeds, the 
abolition States would be increased to such a number, as to 
give them the complete power of the Government, for hon- 
ors, offices and emoluments, to be wielded at discretion, 
enabling them to make whatever amendments to: the Consti- 
tution they thought fit. Against these designs the cotton 
States of the South have ever stood firm and: immovable, 
because slavery was and is indispensable to their subsistence. 
Yet the abolition hopes and efforts have not been relaxed 
as to the other slave States. If they can be gained to abo- 
lition, the paor of the conspirators against. the vital 
principles of the Constitution, will be atcomplished—they 
will have the power to transform the Government to. the 
oppression of the slayeholding. States without restriction, 
and will destroy the chief glory of the Constitution, Which 
js to protect the minority against the arbitrary power of the 
majority. Once admitted, the principle may be’ applied 
whenever the fanaticism, avarice or lust of power of our 
masters may see fit to exercise it; and our’ property, ‘our 
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rights,-our honor, our family altars, our wives and our 
‘children, are :at their arbitrary will. The glorious Con- 
stitution of our fathers becomes the- most grinding of des- 
potisms; and the: more so, because, though fair and just in 
orm, it is in practice à cheat anda fraud. . `.. . 

' -That it isa cardinal purpose of this party about to be 
elevated to power, to.destroy this crowning glory of the 
Constitution, by which the A inl of the minority are pro- 
tected: ‘agaivist the power of the majority, is most manifest 
from the whole tenor of their-doctrines; and the avowal of 
guch a doctrine as a principle upon which the new adminis- 
‘tration is to come into power, is.itself the proclamation of 
a revolution in the Government. ` 


And now, fellow-citizens, what-must we do in this solemn 
crisis? Every principle-of safety, of patriotism, of honor, 
impels us fo..action—to prompt, decisive, radical action. 
And, first, let me tell you what we of Mississippi think we 
ought not to.do, to protect our Constitutional rights. 

1: We ought not to rely on Congressional action, and new 
securities to be obtained thereby. Two committees have 
been fae to take into consideration the crisis in 
public affairs and to devise means of protection—a com- 
mittee -of thirty-three of the House of Representatives, 
and a committee of thirteen of the Senate. The former 
has been at- work for several weeks, engaged in trifling 
and immaterial matters, carefully avoiding the. questions 
which constitute the grounds of our grievances. It was 
raised at the instance of one of the most vindietive enemies 
of dur constitutional rights, who appears to have become 
slarmed at the spirit of resistance manifested by our people; 
willing to hold out the delusive hope that something will be 
done ‘by this .committee-for our security, and thereby pre- 
vent that-action at oar hands which the plainest dictates of 
self-protection demand. . It is composed of birds of every 
feather, whose. agreement upon any plan at all adequate to 
secure” Our rights, is next to impossible; and if any vital 
and practical test of the questions at issue between us and 
‘our enemies is. préssed for its action it will instantly explode. 
Itis a miserable cheat,‘ got up to prevent energetic action 
on the part of the Southern States, and to eke out the.valu- 
able time. for action. between this and the 4th March, 
when they will be quietly commitied.to the dominion of 
Abraham Lincoln, and then the labors and the purpose’ of 
this committee will be completed. ; 
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The Senate committee originated in better faith. It was 
raised at the instance of a Southern man, and. doubtless 
with the patriotic desire to give" peace to the country. ànd 
sacurity to our rights. But it is also composed: .of.dis- 
cordant materials, and it would have been úseless if it had 
not contained representatives from those States, whete our 
rights and the Constitution are most boldly assailed; for, 
without their assent, all measures of settlement would be 
nugatory. Its venerable aid patriotic’chairman (Mr. Crit- 
tenden,) has labored faithfully to effect-a settlement, de- 
manding nothing but our clear and unquestionable: rights, 
and conceding much of principle and of, settled: right on 
our part, which nothing but reverence:for:the Union could 
even for a moment reconcile us to yiélding. In his over: 
weening love for the Union, and desire to avert its dissolu- 
tion, he has even yielded ‘our clear -and settled * constitu- 
tional right to take our slaves to the Territories of the 
United States, north of 36 deg. 30 min., a surrender with- 
out equivalent, and which it would be difficult to reconcile 
with duty and principle. Yet the offer has been made; and 
what is the result? On the 22d December, the propositions 
of Mr. Crittenden came up in the committee, and weré 
earnestly opposed by the.four Black Republican members, 
Wade, Doolittle, Callamer and Grimes... They «declared 
that “these questions had been settled by the people at. the 
late Presidential election,’ and that “ they had. no concessions 
to make or offer.” `x Elo. 1 1708 

Thus this party spurns all settlements. The -country is 
enveloped in gloom—a great political earthquake shakes 
the land to its centre—a sovereign State’ .has withdrawn 
from the Union—the. pillars of' the Government are totter- 
ingon their base—and yet nothing. shakes the vile; purpose 
of this reckless party. They not only make-no effort to 
avert the calamities which thréater the destruction. of: the 
Government, bùt- when we ask that our plain rights 
should be recognised, and: that we should be permitted to 
enjoy them under the protection of that Constitution which 
our fathers transmitted to us, we are met: by the: infamous 
response, 16 has been setiled by the ‘people at. the ballot- box 
that YOU SHALL NOT HAVE.YOUR RIGHTS UNDER ‘THE CON- 
STITUTION—this has been settled by the verdict of the -people, 
and, is not now to be questioned—nothing remains to us but 
to carry it into execution—* WE HAVE: NO CONOESSIONS..TO 
MAKE OR TO OFFER.” ^. doo no o] M us uH 
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is impossible for the patriotic men of this committee to 
any thing which will secure our rights at the hands of 
enemies of: the Constitution, and upon which we may 
se as suck a séttlement of ouf grievanees as we must 
nd and obtain. Their efforts will be in-vain, and the 
of March will find them and all other Congressional 
dients vain and futile to the protection of our rights. 
shall then-be, for aught of good we shall derive: from 
e things, aswe now are; and be quietly committed to 
tender mercies of Abraham Lincoln and his coliorts. . - * 
o reasonable man, therefore, can believe-that our rights 
be properly and securely settled: by Congressional eom- 
mises. UNE 
. Many persons favor a general convention of all the 
eholding Stafes, as the mode of protecting our rights. 
to this there are grave, if not insuperable objections. 
n the first place, there is not time to take the necessary 
ps to hold such a Convention, and to allow it time to.ict, 
ore the 4th March. . : rwn c CAE. cgi 
he several State Legislatures would have to convene, in 
er to appoint delegates, or to'tall conventions to appoint 
egates, to such a general convention. This would re- 
ire considerable time. Then the convention,’ when 
:embled, would necessarily be at a late day before the 4th 
arch, and a very brief time allowed for determining upon 
eplan of protection to-our rights, before that day; ‘and 
en the anti-slavery States would not have time to act upon 
lr propositions. But several of the States could not. be 
presented in such a convention. The Governors of Mary- 
nd and of Texas refuse to convoke- their Legislatures, and 
rer States manifest an indisposition to take. any step 
wards an authoritative expression, of the will ‘of their 
cople. If such a convention were assembled, :at a: late 
tv, there is no probability of its determining upon a phun 
o secure’ our constitutional rights ‘before the 4th- March; 
or it is much to-be lamented, that several of them appear 
0 be most reluctant to take any steps to preserve their con- 
titutional rights. EE es 
Time is of the utmost importance in the assertiou of our 
‘ights. The party elected and pledged to subvert' tlie Con- 
titution to-our oppression and dégradation, is to be installed 
into power ón the 4th March. A just regard: for-oür rights 
and our safety in asserting them, demands that we should 
be in a position independent of their dóminion; before: that 
time; claiming our rights under the: Constitution; and inia 
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position to maintain and defend them, freed from ij 
volyements and obligations af the Union, if denied. J 
is a high and sacred -duty—nothing less than the d 
self-protection. It isa work of great magnitude, ani 
little time, at best, is allowed to perform it pro 
Hence, where so much is at stake, it would be folly t 
upon the uncertain and problematical expedient of a ge 
convention of the Southern States as the mode of assa 
our rights within the time by which our position shal 
firmly declared. 
But this mode of a general convention, appears 
proposed as a means of redress within the Constitutid 
the United States. As such it is highly questionable 
the means of protection determined upon by su.h a 
vention to be required of the non-slaveholding States, 
have any virtue, it would be on the ground that the § 
adopting it had agreed among themselves, that if thei 
mands were not acceded to, they would witdraw from 
‘Union. Without such an argument, there would be 
little force or efficacy in tlie demands of such a convent 
But if such be its character, such a mode of redress can 
be taken in the Union and consistently with the Consi 
tion, which prohibits any State from “ entering into 
"agreement or compact with another State," Art. l, sec. 
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Fellow-Citizens, there is no .hope from Congressional 
tion, or from general conventions, or from mere declarati 
of rights and resolves of resistance. We must act. Iti 
necessity forced upon us. The alternative is, submission 
a lawless and degrading despotism, to be raised upon i 
ruins of the Constitution ; or, resistance to the wicked i 
níinion over us. By the acts and proclamations of the e 
mies of our rights, the Union is virtually dissolved— 
bond of the Union is broken in the subversion of the Co 
stitution to our degradation and oppression. 1n every sta 
of these efforts, we have. warned their authors of the i 
evitable result. Our arguments, our rights, and our soler 
expostulations. have been alike disregarded ; and with: a xe 
olution worthy of a better cause, they have advanced 
the end, and now they stand in the act of seizing the goi 
ernment to execute the judgment of their followers agains 
the Constitution and our rights. We are compelled to ac 
We must arrest this unholy judgment by vigorous and effec! 
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e action. And the momentous question forces itself upon 
how shall we act for our protection? ^ > = .  “.- 

MT wo modes are presented. ‘The first-is, revolution tind 
sistance to. thé Government by force, .¿n the Union. «To 
is, there are most weighty objections, which I.will merely 
vert to. First, it implies that the resistance is to rightful 
thority; and, therefore, the Government Would: have thé 
ht to employ force to suppress.it. Such a course might 
| proper to effect a revolution in the existing government 
lid establish a new one, but not as a means of obtaining 
hr rights under that Government. - Secandly,:it implies 
at there is no other adequate remedy or means of safety, 
t in force. . But this is plainly contrary stò the spirit of 
e Union. Its founders never supposed that the. rights 
aranteed by the Constitution weré to be preséryed hy 
rce. lt was formed upon the principle of “ promoting the 
pmestic tranquility” of its members ; and if therights con- 
mplated had to be preserved by force, that would itself be 
most effectual dissolving of the Union. The remedy. is 
nicidal, and destructive of the genius of the. Constitution. 
hirdly, it is practically absurd to suppose that the Union 
ould be preserved, or the rights of the citizens secured 
painst the power of the Government, by force’and rebel- 
on. The admission of such a remedy would necessarily 
onvert the successful Government into a despotism on the 
and, or otherwise produce anarchy .and ‘lawlessness. from 
he repetitions of successful resistance to all obnoxious acts 
nd measures of the Government. Do P t eee 
Both in principle ann in practical effect, therefore, this 
emedy cannot be justified. n 

The only remaining mode of protection is, the peaceable 
rithdrawal of each State by itself from the Union, and a 
m@csumption of the sovereign powers delegated by. the States 
nthe Constitution, commonly called secession; and this is 


dopt. $ ] 
Fellow-Citizens, I know that the very name of secession is 
inweleome to-the ears of many whom I now address, ag-sy- 


people venerate the Union their fathers made, and how their 
patriotic feelings have been stirred up in préjudice: of the 
purposes of those who have proposed secession as a neces- 
sary means of protecting our rights. But I trust you love 
hose rights and principles which the Union was instituted 
o secure, far above the mere form of their enjoyment-—that 


he course which the"State of Mississippi has determined. to 


honymous with treason and rebellion... I know. how this 
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dear as the form is to your hearts, you will never. sacrifig 
to it the more précious substance; and that you dare follog 
wherever principle and patriotism may lead, in. the defeng 
of the great essential rights:which.our fathers fought to 
tnblish,-and left us to guard and maintain for ourselves ay 
for our posterity.: dM T po 

A have already. shown you the necessity which constrai 
us‘to take some extraordinary course to defend our. right 
Permit me now, fellow-citizens, to trespass upon your p 
tience while I advert very briefly to some of the consider; 
tions -which induce the State of Mississippito withdraw fro 
the Union,'as'a matter of right, of high principle, and: 
the only adequate protection to rights, far above. the me 
name and form of the Union. Time will not permit me | 
take more than a cursory view of. this great question. . 

. In the first. place, we believe it to be a matter of right,i 
any. State, to withdraw from the Union. whenever the Con 
stitution has been, or thero is just yround to believe, wi 
be, subverted, and that the Union will be used as a mean 
te hef oppression, and to the destruction of the rights whid 
are.recognized in the Constitution. 

: This right plainly- results from. the rights-and powe 
which the several States had when they formed the Const 
tution, and which they did not surreúder in the: Consti 
tion, and from the nature and purposes of the Union estal 
lished by the Constitution. E 

When this Union was formed the several States wen 
* free and independent” States. Each was clothed with al 

the powers of a sovereign State, and as such participated ii 
the formation of the Constitution, and afterwards, each fol 
herself, adopted it as the bond and compact of union wit! 
the others. By the Constitution, these soveteign States e 
tablished a «federal head, or government, to represent them 
certain particular respects and relations ; and to that end 
“ delegated ” to it certain specified powers. It was distinc! 
ly agreed and understood in the formation.of the Constit 
tion, that all the rights and powers not delegated by it 
the federal head nor prohibited to the States, were retainel 
and reserved to the several States, as though the Constitu 
tion had-not been formed. Yet so jealous of this principk 
were’ the States, that immediately upon its adoption, its di 
tinct recognition was incorporated as an amendment to the 
Constitution. It is, therefore, perfectly clear that-—as to all 
the powers which the several States had before the adoptior 
of this Constitution, and which were not therein delegated 
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E ihe Federal Government nor prohibited to the States— 


ch State continued to be a sovereign.and independent State, 
all intents and.purposes. . . NU: REP 
Now, when this Union was formed, tlie principle set:forth 
the Declaration of Independence was in full: force: and 
cognized'as à fundamental doctrine by all-the States—‘that 
enever any foim of government becomes destructive of the 
hds for which it was established, i£ is the right of the people 
| alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government; lay- 
g its foundation on such principles, and organizing its pow- 
s in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect 
eir safety and happiness.” It was. upon this high princi- 
e that the States were declared “free and independent 
tates,” and came into being as such.. And the basis prin- 
ple upon which all republican Governments rest; and es- 
ecially those of these States, is; that Goverüments “derive 
heir just powers from the consent of the governed.” As 
iredly the force of these great principles was never intend- 
| to be impaired in the formation of. thé ‚Constitution: of 
e United States. If not, they fully justify the right for 
hich we contend. If the right to alter or abolish a-gov- 
nment, whenever it becomes destrüctive of the: ends, for 
rhich it was created, : was ‘surrendered by the States in, the 
prmation of the: Constitution, I ask to be pointed. to the 
lause.of that. instrament which shows it. It contains no 
rovision which expressly-or impliedly can have such an-.éf- 
ect. Am I referred-to the article authorizing amendments 
nd providing: the mode in which they shall be made ? : This 
early défis not impair the right “ to alter or abolisk " a gov- 
roment, “and fo insittute a new Government,” set forth :in 
he Declaration of Independemce. . It has - feférence to the 
ontinuation of the Government; and:to such alterations -as 
night be found necessary by- time and . experience, i£ it re- 
ained perpetual ; and not to ai obligstion. never:to abol- 
sh or abandon it, or..to form à new Government. - Similar 
provisions are contained in the State Constitutions ; but, hey 


But it may be impracticable to amend the Constitution in 
he mode prescribed, by reason of surrounding circunistance, 
nd the growth of. usurpations ; or it my: have become. per- 
rerted to the destruction of. the rights intended to be secured 
by it when made, beyond remedy by amendmentin.the mode 


rescribed, It is clear that the right of-atendment could 
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never apply to sucha case; and that is the condition ii 
which the Southern States are now placed. -In such circun 
stances, we have the Declaration of Independence for a 
thority, “ thát-it is the right, it is their duty, to throw off sis 


Am I referred to the preamble to the Constitution, & 
claring its purpose to be “ to form a more perfect union? 
There-is nothing in that to warrant the idea, that the unio 
was to be indissoluble, notwithstanding it might be pervert 
ed to the destruction of all the rights intended to be secure 
by it. If so, it established a despotism, and annihilated a 
the principles upon which the Declaration of Independeng 
is based. . . 

' Am Lasked to show where the right of secession is founi 
. in the Constitution? 1 answer, it was not' necessary to i 
existence that it should be specified in that instrument. Th 
States did not derive their powers from the Constitution 
Its purpose was not to specify the rights retained, but | 
enumerate those delegated by ‘them to the Federal Govern 
ment, Hence if a right which existed in a State at the fo 
mation of the Constitution; does not appear to be “ enume 
ated ” among the “delegated” powers conferred on the Go 
ernment, in the Constitution, it is reserved and remains t 
the State. It is thus that all the numerous rights and po 
ers of civil administration in the several States, and whid 
are not reserved by enumeration in the Constitution of th 
United States, wereretained and are exercised bythe States 
Hence it devolves upon those:wlfo-claim that this high pov 
er, this:invaluable right, was given up by the several State 
in the Constitution, to point out; where and how this w: 
done; and if they fail todo. so, it appears to be impossibl 
to éscape the conclusion, that-it is still retained by the State 
severally, to be exercised whenever in their discretion thei 
protection and safety demand; it. 0 o: det 
. “In:vain do we search:the- Constitution to find anything i 
. opposition to this. fundamental right of .American’.:liber 
And even if it-had been there given up in teris, itis in it 
nature inalienable, as is:clearly declared in the Declaratio 
-of Independence ;.and:thé surrender would be-void.:  . 
If we look tothe situation of the States when the Unios 
was formed, : and the:purposes they liad: in view. in: formin 
it we find nothing ‘that sanctions theddea of: an indissolubl 
union. - It was made by sovereign States for specifie- purpc 
ses, and with few and strictly limited powers conferred upo! 
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e great mass of powers, in which the great interests 

people of the States were mostly involved, being: re- 
by them. Tf it wére dissolved, the great princes 
shed by the revolution, would not perish. - Sovereign 
would still have the rights and liberties achieved by 
rof Independence, and be capable of “instituting a 
pvernment, laying its foundation on such principles | 
panizing its powers in such form, as. to them shall 
ost likely to effect their safety and happiness.” t 

t is manifest from the pravisions of the Constitution, 


W resume their sovereign powers and absolve them- 
rom its operation, was clearly recognized, and that 
l against the necessity for exercising that right, was 
10 especial objects of its framers. NF 
Ms, first, apparent from the terms of the 10th amend- 
at the powers are "delegated" not granted or sur- 
. Thisis not language inconsiderately employed. 
mdopted after the most careful consideration of its 
y able men in the State Conventions which adopted 
stitution, who well understood the force of the lan- 
ed; and introduced with,full deliberation, to give 
al import, Hence its sense is not to be mistaken— ' 
powers were not irrevocably parted. with by the 
ut were “delegated” to the United States, to be 
heir agent ; and this clearly implies the right to 
iem when the States should deem it necessary. : 
Convention of Virginia, the resolutions adopting 
titution declare, “that the powers granted under 
titution, being derived. from the people of the Uni- 
s, be resumed by them whensoever the-same shall 
tied to their injury and oppression.” By the words 
of the United States" here used, is plainly meant, 
bof the States composing the United States. 
Convention which framed the Constitution, Mr. 
B spoke of the coercion of Federal laws, that “it 
duce a dissolution of the Union,” -2 Madison papers 
T. Madison said, "it would probably be considered 
rty attacked (the State). as a dissolution of all pe 
pacts by which it might be bound. Ib: 761. - Mr. 
made similar declarations m the Convention of 
Ik, 2 Elliotts debates, 232, MT E 
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.-: Throughout the history of its formation and ado 
Government was admitted to be.one of strictly limi 
ers, and the fear of many.of its adyocates was, that 
be too weak for the State Governments, and would 
fore fail. :. a l | 
In addition to this evidence, the opinion of Mr. | 
` ¡whose views upon the powers and, nature of the 
Government have had.so great an influence upon ti 
mind—-is entitled to weight. In ‘speaking of the 
secession in his speech at. Capon Springs, Virginia 
.he said :— . mE PC 
“Ido not hesitate to say, and repeat, that if the 
States refuse, wilfully and deliberately, to carry i 
that part of thé Constitution which respects the 1 
of fugitive slaves, the South would -no longer be 
observe the compact. A bargain broken on one 
bargain broken on all sides.” 
Those, therefore, who deny the power of the Sti 
sume their sovereign powers, mist deny the princi 
Declaration of Independence; deny the right of | 
to alter or abolish their government and to makes 
deny that the government of the United States 
delegated powers derived from the States which 
adopted it, and assert. that its powers are inherent 
- inal, and that it is the great centre and sourct 
power and proteetion to the State. I know thai 
many honest and well-meaning men, who entertaij 
that the States are mere dependencies of the Fei 
ernment, occupying the same relation to it as co 
the parent country or counties to a State. Hor 
the views of the patriots who framed, and those 
ted, the Constitution, the history of these event: 
‘have slightly glanced at, will upon full examin 
abundantly show. Itis indeed strange thats 
lusion shall have completely taken possession o 
of many men, that they will not permit their 7 
.upon the subject; and when you reason. to tha 
history, powers and true relations of the States: 
Government, they turn with superstitious hor 
contemplation, add shut their eyes to what they 
-tomed themselves to consider a frightful spectre. 
ferent the feelings of :the.bold minds and brave h 
achieved our liberty and deliverance from the s 
opinions entertained’ towards Great Britain! | 
perstitious adoration for this grand, mythical q 
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ernñent, which has beset: the minds of: many men,. and held 
their judgnients: spell-bound.:-So potent has been its influ- 
énce that it has worked a: revolution in the: Govérnment. 
The trué.theory of ‘the Governinent, as it. was intended. by 
its framers, was strong States and a weak Federal. head—this 
‘was its beauty and "its glory. But: this fatal. delusion has 
been the -main instrument of reversing this relation, emas- 
culating tlie States of nearly .all.their dignity and moral 
power, and’ transforming the-Federal Government into a 
grand, central dynasty, wielding unlimited power except as 
to ‘the mere forms of the. Constitution.. This revolution is 
now about to be reduced to a practical: consummation, by 
the elevation of men upon the prostration of the Constitu- 
tion ; and this dread calamity is only to be prevented by a 
resort to the rights and powers which thé States possessed 
*when they formed ‘the Union, which they never parted with, 

and which dre, in their nature; inalienable. l 
"Do you ask how this right is to be exercised? I answer, 
it is. peaceful in its character. Because. it is a right, no 
power on. éarth has a right to interfere with its exercise.— 
tisa peaceful resumption of the powers.of government which 
are about to be perverted to our oppression ; which we del- 
egated to a government which has become destructive of the 
urposes of its institution, and to which we cannot submit. 
[n this éonsists its chief virtue, and the characteristic excel- 
lence of. our system of government above all the systems of 
the world—that from the nature of the compact, each State 
has the right to withdraw from itsoperation, and to become 
immediately and peaceably restored to her position of an 
‘independent, sovereign State, with her own internal govern- 
ment:in force, and with full capacity to enter into any other 
confederacy which the happiness and welfare of her people 
‘may demand. If in the exercise of these rights, she is mo- 
‘lested by those who deny them,-it will be plainly wrongful. 
and her. defence against the oppression will be forced upon 
herby necessity. =: i AU 
‘But‘it is plam that the Federal Government has no right 
' bythe Cónstitution to employ coercion against such a State; 
for that would most effectually subvert the Government, and 
‘destroy thé Union. The Union can only subsist as one of 
free and équil States. But if-a State be'.coerced by the 
Federal ‘Government to submit to its dominion, she is no 
‘Tongér a free and ‘co-equal member -of the confederacy, but 
is redüeed to the condition of a subjugated and degraded 
province, to be the subject of a military despotism. And 
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would raise their voices against the desecration of the in- 
stitutions they left us, and their warnings now appeal:to us, 
that it is “our right, it is our duty,” to throw off a prostitu- 
ted government, “and to provide new guards for our future 
security." 

And now, fellow-citizens, let me tell you the position 
which Mississippi occupies in this great emergency. 

We are satisfied that nothing, short of-secession, will se- 
eure our rights under the Constitution, and settle the slavery 
agitation once and forever. "Wemust take a position where 
we can effectually." provide new guards for our future se- 
curity.” Nothing but an extreme remedy can prevent the 
utter subversion of the Constitution. Congressional action 
and conventional declarations of right, wil never arrest 
the revolution which is set on foot by the election of Lincoln. 
Prompt, vigorous and radical action by the Southern States 
is necessary, to let the enemies of the Constitution know, 
that we are in earnest, and that the day of what they. call 
“ Southern bluster,” is past. . But a brief period is allowed 
. for putting ourselves in a position to save the Constitution 
and protect our rights. before the 4th of March. Safety 
and duty demand that we should act before. that. time. 

We do not intend to be quietly slid under the dominion 
of Abraham Lincoln, with all our constitutional protection 
prostrated, and with the difficulties of extrication from such 
a position increased. If all the Southern States act. prompt- 
ly and unitedly in this movement, that and nothing- short.of 
it will bring the enemies of the Constitution to a sense of 
our rights. We may, by such bold and decided action, pre- 
vent the subversion of the Government, - provide full “and 
efficient protection against further invasion of our rights, 
and restore the Constitution. But if this should prove to 
be impracticable, then we will have done our dut¥.to pre- 
‘sume the Constitution; and having failed, we will-be:in a 
position of readiness to form a‘new Confederacy, a: homo- 
geneous Union, where we can éhjoy the rights which -are 
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denied to us under the’ Govérnment, which ‘we will have 
beéii:comipelled toa@bdndon.  "  ^- —— 07 0.7 
‘We may expect to be vilified. and denounced, as traitors 
and rébels. . So were’ our fathers of the Revolution. But, 
‘like them, we will appeal to the-civilized world-and to the 
S prane ge of it, for the rectitude of our intentions; 
and ‘bearing aloft oir glorious Constitution, as thé ark of 
the covenant of our rights and: liberties, we will pass away 
from ‘this worse than Egyptian ‘bondage, trusting ‘to the . 
God of wisdom to guide, us, and that He will open the 
troubled waters for.our safe passage, and hold them to 
overwhelm the hosts which shall attempt to pursue us. 


[DOCUMENT 1.] 
." New ORLEANS, La., December 13,-1860. 


His ExcELLENCY, J. J. PETTUS, -  ; 
fis BOY > JAOKSON, Miss. 


Sir :—In discharge of the duties imposed by my appoint- 
menüt as Commissioner to the State of Louisiana, I beg to: 
report to your Excellency, that I repaired without delay to 
Baton Rouge, the Capital of the State, where the Legisla- 
ture: had convened : in “extraordinary session on the lOth 
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- "Qn my arrival I promptly notified the Governor of Lou- 
isiana of my: presence and the ‘objects of “my mission by 
addressing "him "the inclosed” communication. . Governor 
Moore immediately responded to my note by requesting a 
personal interview in the: Executive Chamber, to which I 
repaired, and was most cordially;snd eourteously received 
by-himself:and : the Hon.-T.'Ji* Semmes, Attorney-General 
of the State. 

' In an unwavered interview of an hour with them, I ex- 
plained, to the ue of. my ability, the views of your Excel- 
le ding the presént grave ‘crisis in our political 
affairs, and the action .of-the Legislatare of Mississippi in 
reference thereto.at their late extra session. I dwelt upon 
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the unanimity which characterized their proceedings, the 


‘overwhelming! piiblic:sentiment -by which “they were sus- 


tained: in: the State; ind: lineal y agrada 
secession of Mississippi from a Federal Union, which must 
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become, under the Black Republican regime soon to be in- 
augurated, the.engine of the. Wegradation...and., destruction 
of the South. I solicited the co-operation, of :Louisiana-in 
` the action -Mississippi_ proposed" to-take as the only means 
left for the protection -of. Southern, Rights and honor; 1 
was-gratified to-learn from these distinguished patriots and 
statesmen that the action and predominant sentiment of 
Mississippi met.with their cordial sanction and sympathy, 
‘and that they had every confidence the people of. Louisiana 
would vindicate .the constitutional rights of. the-South by 
the action of their State-Conyention,, ,. us 
During my interview with Gov. Moore, I was waited 
upon by a committee. of both branches of: the Legislature 
and invited to a seat within the bar of their respective 
chambers. l 
On the day following at 10 o'clock, I was formally re- 
ceived by the Legislature in joint.session, when in reply 
to the remarks I had the honor to submit, Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Hyams, President of.the Senate, made an able and. 
eloquent address, a copy of which I herewith furnish as 
indicative of the sentiment of Louisiana. OR Lus 
After further conference with the Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Attorney-General, and the members of the Le- 
.gislature, I took my leave of chem, and shall ever cherish 
the most grateful recollection of the courtesy, kindness 
and cordial hospitality I received at their hands. <:, > 
: The Legislature, by a. unanimous vote hagcalled a Gon- _ 
vention, to. assemble on the 23d of January-proximo, and I 
think I may with entire confidence, predict that within a 
few days thereafter she will assume her place in the great 
Southern column, freed’ of Federal shackles; and resolye:to 
submit only to such a. Government. as brave and honorable 
men ean approve. : Ux WM al 
.- I have the honor to remain, | : 6.500 3o 


> 


Your-obedient servant, <<. Jovi... 
>: WIRT ADAMS, Commissioner... 
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~ Harney Housse, Baton Rouce, LA., December.11,'1860.. 
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To His Excerency, T. O. MOORE, .'" fe s 
E | (0 5, VU t Governor “Or La. : 
p odes e A UTR 
Sir: 1 have the honor to:pláce herewith in:the:hands of 
your Excellency my credentials as Commissioner from the 
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State of Mississippi to the State of Louisiana, and accom- 
panying the same a copy of the Resolutions passed by the . 
MN Legislature of my State, under the sanction of which His 
ME Excellency the Governor of Mississippi has made this and : 
other appointments. ess d 
In discharge of the trust thus confided to me, it will af- . 
| ford me the highest pleasure to communicate with your Ex- | 
cellency in writing, or by a personal interview, at such time ~ 
as may be most consistant with your convénience and plea- l : 
sure. | 
I have the honor, sir, to subscribe myself, 
Your most obedient servant, s 


E WIRT ADAMS, Commissioner, : 


ADDRESS. 


My. President and Gentlemen of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Louisiana:—In behalf of: 
MM the State of Mississippi, I tender to your Executive, to 
M your Honorable bodies, and to the people of Louisiana, my E 
M profound acknowledgments for the distinguished courtesy — 
and kindness which have been extended to her representa-  * 
tive. Ae 

Ihave been commissioned by the Governor of my State 
to communicate formally and officially to the authorities 
and people of Louisiana, “that the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi has passed an act calling a Convention of the State 
to consider the present threatening relations of the North-: 
ern and Southern sections of the Contederacy, aggravated 
by the recent election of a President upon principles of 
hostility to the States of the South; and to express the 
earnest hope of Mississippi that Louisiana will co-operate 
vith her in the adoption of efficient measures for their com- 
mon defense and safety." 

Tn addition to the act calling a Convention, which passed 
both branches of the Legislature of Mississippi by a unani- 
mous vote, a series of resolutions were adopted by a vote ap- 
proaching the like unanimity, which after reciting the griev- 
27 of the Southern States, declared secession to be the 
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oniy remedy. | 

he discharge of this important trust, sir, has been ren- 
dered no less simple than grateful. The recommendations 
of your. enlightened and patriotic Executive, contained in 
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great earnestness addressed him in the following speech! 
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his message, followed, as they have been, by the prompt and 
wise action of this Legislature, in calling a Convention of 
the people of Louisiana, and making. a munificent appropria- 
tion for arming the State; the manifestations of an almost 
unanimous publie sentiment, which I witness around me, 
render any words of argument or exhortation from me, more 
than superfluous. As well, sir, might I attempt to swell the 
volume of the majestic stream which pours its resistless tide 
past your beautiful capitol, by adding one drop to its waters, 
as essay to deepen the cenvictions or confirm the unalterable 
resolves of your noble and gallant State. She has well ex- 
emplified the maxim that the time for argument in this con- 
test-with the North has gone forever, and the time for ac- 
tion has come. It is but doing her justice to say, that every- 
where in this broad land, has she been distinguished for the 
moderation, conservatism and patriotism of her people. And 
could she give more signal proof of this well-deserved char- 
acter, than in her present determination to preserve the 
rights, the honor, and the interests of her citizens intact, in 
the gravest and most perilous juncture that was ever present- 
ed to a free people? 
L rejoice, Mr. President, at these unmistakable indications 
of her purpose, and shall bear back the intelligence of your 
action to the Governor and people of my State with no or- 
dinary gratification. And amongst the popular manifesta- 
tions which I have witnessed, I shallnot forget that your 
imperial city of New Orleans, which reposes by the river 
side and the sea, has recently emblazoned aloft her isenti- 
ments, and elevated above the Crescent of her commercial | 
grandeur the radiant Cross of the true Southern faith. 
It is peculiarly proper, sir, that the States of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, contiguous in territory, and bound together 
by the closest commercial and social ties, should stand and 
act together in this contest with a malignant and ruthless 
foe. Upon the plains of Chalmette and the field of Mexico, 
their gallant sons, in the past, have locked their shields ; and! 
now, in the midst of perils far greater, involving life, honox 
and property, I fervently hope they will be found in thd 
future, in opinion and action, united in bonds fraternal and 
indissoluble. | | 
At the close of this address, the Assembly, and the lar, 
crowds in the lobbies and galleries, greeted the Mississippi 
Commissioner and his sentiments with loud applause. 
Lieutenant-Governor Hyams then invited the Commissión- 
er from Mississippi to ascend the Speaker's stand, and with 
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SIR :—I welcome you, as the Commissioner from the State 
of Mississippi, to the Halls of the Legislature of Louisiana, 
assembled in joint session for the occasion—to take counsel 
together this day, when a ruthless majority of the people of 
the Northern States, regardless of the rights of the Southern 
States, are about to inaugurate a policy which utterly sub- 
verts their equality in the Union, and will at no distant day 
culminate in reducing them to a condition far worse than 
colonial vassalage. After a long train of injuries, abuses 
and usurpations, our sturdy ancestry broke the yoke of 
British domination, and established with their blood the in- 
dependence of the -States, and subsequently adopted the 
Constitution of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility. 
provide for the common defense, “promote the general wel- 
fare and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and 
their posterity.” How have a majority of the people of 
the Northern States kept the bonds? We have under the 
forms of the Constitution elevated to the Presidency of the 
United States, (united only for the great purposes expressed 
in the Constitution.) a citizen of the North, as the represen- 
tative of principles so destructive to the rights, liberties, 
pepe and lives of the people of fifteen of the sovereign 

tates of the confederacy, that if promulgated in person to 
their slave population, in the spirit of the party to which he 
owes his eleVation, would subject him to condign punishment 
—and in Louisiana, by her statutes, to imprisonmentfor life, 
or death, at the discretion of her courts. 

Can any citizen of the South, or any true American con- 
template the humiliating spectacle and not hide his head 
with shame, if he does notresist and throw off such disgrace- 
ful yoke at all hazards, and at every cost? 

Sir, this revolution is determined upon by all true South- 
ern men, and the best means of its accomplishment is the 
UNION OF THE SOUTH for the sake of the South, and to 
"urther that great end, we understand to be the object of 
your mission. Louisiana, therefore, welcomes the Commis- 
Soner from Mississippi to her councils, to prepare for and 
naintain Southern independence, and like our fathers of eld, 
wa will pledge in the cause, “our lives, our fortunes, and 
ou sacred honors.” 
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